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The Analects of Confucius
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E
Confucius said, “Learn something and then review and practice it frequently.

Isn’t it a pleasure? Have friends coming from afar. Isn’t it a joy? Not being well

understood, but | neither complain nor get angry. Isn’t it a gentleman bearing?”
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You Zi said, “There are seldom persons who show filial devotion to their
parents and obedience to their brothers but offend their superiors at the same
time. And there are absolute no persons who are not insubordinate to their
superiors but like to rebel against their superiors. Gentlemen give all their minds
to fundamental affairs. So long as a solid foundation is laid, the principles will
come into being which help one administer a country and conduct himself.
Showing filial devotion to parents and obedience to brothers is the foundation

for a person to conduct himself.”
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Confucius said, “Talking plausibly with feign amiable looks, people of this

sort are scarcely benevolent.”
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3
Zeng Zi said, “Everyday | examine myself many times. Do | do my best

when doing things for others? Am | honest and reliable when associating with

friends? Whether do | review and practise what my teachers teach me?
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Confucius said, “When administering a country in possession of a thousand
military chariots, you should strictly and cautiously handle the major national

affairs, keep your promises, cut down expenses and value talented people, and

remind farmers not to miss the farming season.”
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Confucius said, “Together with your parents, you should show filial devotion
and obedience to them; while out of home, you should obey your teachers.
Words and deeds should be cautious. Keep honest and reliable and taciturn.
Show universal love to the broad masses and be close to the noble-minded
persons. If still having some leeway after earnestly practising what you advocate

above, you should study historical documents and try to learn more knowledge.”
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Zi Xia said, “If a person pays much attention to his morality but not to
feminine charms, does his best to show filial devotion and obedience to his
parents, serves his lord sparing no sacrifice, keeps honest and reliable with
friends, | should definitely say that he has once studied the historical documents

even if he himself denies.”
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Confucius said, “As far as a gentleman is concerned, he cannot become
a man of high prestige if he does not behave solemnly. Study can help one
avoid being ill-imformed. Do everything according to honesty and reliability. Do
not make friends with anyone who does not cherish the same ideals and take
the same course as you do. So long as there is a mistake, you should not

be afraid of correcting it.”
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Zeng Zi said, “Be cautious to deal with the death of your parents and
remember to mourn for your ancestors frequently. If so, you can certainly make

people behave honestly.”
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The Analects of Confucius

Zi Qin asked Zi Gong, “Whenever our teacher visits a country, he always
asks something about its government affairs. Is this privilege required by himself
or is it given to him by the lord of the country?” Zi Gong said, “Our teacher
is gentle, kind, respectful, simple, frugal and modest, so he can get the privilege.

Yet, his way is maybe different from that of others, isn’t it?”
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Confucius said, “You should observe his ambition when a person’s father
is still alive; if his father passes away, you should observe his action. If he can

keep the reasonable thought of his father unchanged for three years, he can
be considered filial.”
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praiseworthy lies just in here. Yet, if you handle everything, big or small, simply
though harmony, sometimes you just cannot succeed. The reason is that
harmony cannot justify itself but proprieties can help standardize harmony.”
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You Zi said, “You should keep honesty in line with righteousness. Only by
doing so can you carry out your words. Respectfulness must agree with
standards of morality. Only this can help you avoid shame. Make sure that all

people whom you rely on are reliable. This point is well worth learning.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen seek neither sufficient food nor comfortable
lives, but they are nimble in action and cautions in words and go to noble-minded
people so as to perfect themselves day by day. If they do like this, then they

can be thought perfect in learning.”
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Zi Gong said, “Poor but not fawning , rich but not arrogant. What do you
think?” Confucius said, “Not so bad. But still, it is somewhat far from the norms
that a man is poor but ready to follow right doctrines, rich but ready to follow
standards of morality.” Zi Gong said, “The Book of Songs said, ‘to treat it like
carving and polishing bones, horns, ivory and jade.” Does it mean the same?”
Confucius said, “Now | can discuss The Book of Songs with you because from
what | said you can comprehend the past and foretell the future.”
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Confucius said, “Don’t be afraid that others don’t understand you. You

should be afraid that you don’t understand others.”
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EN:
Confucius said, “If governing a country by education in morality, a lord will
be like the Big Dipper which is located in its orientation with all stars around

it.”
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Confucius said, “Having 300 poems, Poems could be generalized into one

sentence: its thought is pure.”
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Confucius said, “If a lord guides his people with orders and restrains them
with penal law, the people will only try to avoid punishment caused by crimes
but will lose sense of shame. Yet, if a lord guides his people by education in
morality and uses proprieties to make his people’s words and deeds kept in
line, then the people will not only have a sense of shame but also try to abide

by rules.”
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Confucius said, “I was determined to study at the age of fifteen, scored
some achievements at thirty, no longer felt puzzled at forty, was enlightened

at fifty, could distinguish between truth and falsehood at sixty, could do as |

liked without overstepping usual practice at seventy.”
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Meng Yizi asked about filial devotion, Confucius said, “Filial devotion means
not going against standards of morality.” Later on, Fan Chi drove carriage for
Confucius, Confucius told him: “Meng Yizi asked me what filial devotion is. |
told him that filial devotion means not going against standards of morality.”
Fan Chi said, “What do you mean by not going against standards of morality?”
Confucius said, “When parents are alive, you should serve them according
to standards of morality; when they pass away, you should bury them and

offer sacrifices to them according to standards of morality.”
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Meng Wubo asking questions about filial devotion, Confucius said, “The

key point is that you should especially be concerned about your parents’

illness.”
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The Analects of Confucius

Zi You asked about filial devotion, Confucius said, “The so called filial

devotion nowadays only means to support or feed parents. But even dogs

and horses can do the same. So, if we don’t emphasize the necessity of

respecting parents, then what’s the difference between providing for parents

and raising dogs and horses?”
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Zi Xia asking about filial devotion, Confucius said, “The most difficult thing
is to treat parents happily and kindly. If having something to do, you can do
it for them; if having food and wine, you let them enjoy. Could it be said that

it is considered filial devotion to parents?”
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Confucius said, “When | taught Yan Hui, he never had any objections all
day long just like a fool. But after he left, | examined his private words and
found he had developed what I’d taught him. Therefore, he is not foolish at
all.”
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Confucius said, “If you want to know a person, you should analyze the
motives of his words and deeds, observe the way he takes and examine what
he is up to with ease of mind. If so, how can a person cover up himself? How
can a person cover up himself?”




(IE1B ) IR

The Analects of Confucius

34

. B X
2-11 FH: “BHmmH", TUHFL.”




T B

gboboboboboboboboboboboob

o iE
LUt ARl IHERE, RefBidess, fRein L& 1.7

Iz i
Confucius said, “Restudy the old to obtain the new insight. Then you can

be a teacher.”

TR X
2:12 FH: “EFFz=0,”

T B

gooog

D=
AT B TAGEIIRE, ST .

D
Confucius said, “Gentlemen are not like tools, each of which only has a certain

use.”
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Zi Gong asked about gentlemen. Confucius said, “If you have something

to say, you should put them into practice first and then say it.”

R
2:-14 FH: “EFAYmAL®, DMALTARRE.”

Ui n

() 0O0OoOoOo
@) 0O00* 0’0000
() 000000000000000

o iE
LUt “B TR RARMAG BT, D NGE B RTA RS KA.

Confucius said, “Gentlemen unite the masses but don’t gang up for selfish
purpose. While shameless men gang up for selfish purpose but don’t unite the

masses.”
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Confucius said, “Only study but not think, you’ll be perplexed without any

gains; only indulge in idle dreams but not study, you’ll suffer from misgivings

and hesitate all the time.”
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Confucius said, “You, do you understand what | have taught you? If you
do, say yes; otherwise, just say no. This is wisdom.”
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Zi Zhang wanted to learn the way of seeking official posts. Confucius said,
<L @n] more and put aside what you doubt about. As for the rest which you



are sure of, you should speak them out cautiously. Doing so, you can make
fewer mistakes. Observe more and put aside what you doubt about. As for the
rest which you are sure of, you should do them cautiously. Doing so, you can
reduce the possibility of feeling regret. When speaking, you make fewer
mistakes; when doing, you seldom feel regret. Then the official posts are lying
in here.”
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The Lord Ai asked, “How to convince people?” Confucius said, “Promote
honest people and give shameless ones a cold shoulder. This can make people

heartily convinced. Otherwise they won’t be.”
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Ji Kangzi asked, “How to make people respect me with loyalty and work
diligently?” Confucius said, “if you treat people in a solemn manner, they will
respect you with loyalty; if you show filial devotion to your parents and kindness
to others, people will be loyal to you; if you choose and use kind persons,
educate less capable ones, people will work diligently.”
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Someone asked Confucius, “Why aren’t you engaged in politics?” Confucius
replied: “Book of History said, ‘Being filial means to show filial devotion to
parents, while being friendly means to show friendship to brothers.’ Putting the
principle of filialness and friendship into political affairs is to be engaged in

politics. Why can’t this action be considered as engaged in politics?”
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Confucius said, “Breaking one’s own word is absolutely what one should




not do. How can ox carts move without big or small wooden latches? ~
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Zi Zhang asked Confucius, “Can we anticipate the rite systems of the next
ten dynasties?” Confucius replied: “Shang Dynasty inherited the rite systems
of Xia Dynasty, and additions and deletions could be anticipated; Zhou Dynasty
inherited the rite systems of Shang Dynasty, additions and deletions could also
be anticipated. There must have dynasties in the future which inherit Zhou
Dynasty and their conditions can certainly be anticipated even after a hundred
dynasties.”
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Confucius said, “If you offer sacrifices to the ghosts and spirits who you
should not do, then you will be considered toadying them. If you just stand by
with folded arms when you see something you should do, then you will be

thought chicken-hearted.”
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Confucius talked about Ji, “He asked sixty-four people to dance in his own

courtyard. (An official of low rank like him should not give a dance on such
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After offering sacrifices to their ancestors, the three families ask musicians
to sing Yong. Confucius said, “ ‘The emperor solemnly officiates at sacrificial
rites, while the lords should be assistants.” How can Yong be sung in these
three families’ temples?”
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- Confucius said, “If a person lacks humanity and virtue, how can he correctly
N Vg




he correctly use music?”
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Lin Fang asked about the basic things of proprieties. Confucius said, “The
questions you put forward are most important! As far as proprieties are
concerned, generally speaking, they should be thrifty rather than extravagant.
As for funeral affairs, true inner sorrow are more valuable than comprehensive

rites.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “The backward foreign countries also have their own

lords, but their governance is not so good as the countries in central China

who, even if, have no lords.”
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Ji Sun went to offer sacrifices to Mt. Tai. Confucius said to Ran You, “Can’t
you dissuade him?” Replied, “No, | can’t.” Confucius said, “Alas! Could it be

said that Mt. Tai is inferior to Lin Fang?”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen have nothing to compete with others. If they
have, it must be the archery competition. During an archery competition, each
side makes a bow first to the other side with hands folded in front and then
steps forward. After competition, each side makes a bow again to the other
side with hands folded and then walks out and finally sits in the hall drinking

wine. This is the competition between gentlemen.”
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Zi Xia asked Confucius, «“ ‘What a nice smiling face! What a pair of beautiful
bright eyes! Dress up with plain face powder’. What do these sentences mean?”
Confucius said, “Make a white background and then paint.” Zi Xia said, “Does
it mean that proprieties also something coming late?” Confucius said, “Shang,
you’re really skillful to enlighten me. Now | can start discussing The Book of

Songs with you.”
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Confucius said, “I can explain or elaborate the proprieties of Xia Dynasty,
but its continuator Ji is not enough for me to prove it. | can explain or elaborate
the proprieties of Yin Dynasty, but its continuator Song is not enough for me
to prove it. It’s because that there are not enough materials. Otherwise, | can

prove them.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “As for the grand Di ceremonies held by the lords to offer

sacrifices to ancestors, | have already been unwilling to watch them ever Sﬁe'/
the first time to offer wine.” AN
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Someone asked Confucius about the rules to hold Di ceremonies. Confucius
said, “| don’t know. As far as the persons are concerned who know these rules,

they are probably just like me to put it here.” While saying, he pointed his palm.
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Offer sacrifices to ancestors as if the ancestors are really right here; offer
sacrifices to gods as if the gods are really right here. Confucius said, “It seems

that it can’t be a ceremony without my presence.”
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Wang Sungu asked, “People say that fawning on room god is not so good
as fawning on kitchen god. What does it mean?” Confucius said, “No, this saying

doesn’t make sense. If you offend the heaven, it makes no difference no matter

how you pray.”
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from the two dynasties of Xia and Shang. How rich it is! I’d like to follow Zhou’s

system.”
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Whenever entering the temple of the lord’s ancestors, Confucius would ask
questions about everything. Someone said, “Who says that this person knows
proprieties? Whenever he enters the temple of the lord’s ancestors, he consults
others about everything.” Learning this, Confucius said, “This is in itself a sort

of propriety.”
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Confucius said, “When one shooting an arrow, the key point to judge one’s
performce doesn’t lie in whether or not he shoots through the target because

people are different in physical strength. It’s always been so since ancient

times.”
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Zi Gong suggested that alive sheep not be killed when holding the ceremony
of offering sacrifices in the temple of the lord’s ancestors on the first da&of

each month. Confucius said, “Ci ( i.e.Zi Gong), you care for the sheep, bﬂl'/

treasure the proprieties.”
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Confucius said, “l serve the lord completely according to the proprieties

of Zhou Dynasty, but people think | toady the lord.”
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Duke Ding of Lu (i.e. the lord of the country Lu) asked, “How does a lord order
his courtiers and how do the courtiers serve their lord?” Confucius said, “A lord
gives orders to his courtiers according to the proprieties while the courtiers serve

their lord with loyalty.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “The poem Guan Ju is joyful but never unrestrained;

depressed but not sorrowful.”
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Duke Ai of Lu asked Zai Wo about how to offer sacrifices to the Village
God. Zai Wo said, “Xia Dynasty used pine trees; Shang Dynasty used cypress
trees; and Zhou Dynasty used chestnut trees. Chestnut trees means to make
people trembling.” On hearing this, Confucius said, “We’d better not mention
what has been done, not criticize what has been finished, and not go into past

misdeeds.”
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Confucius said, “What a narrow-minded person Guan Zhong is!” Someone
asked, “Is he thrifty?” Confucius said, “Guan Zhong has three places to hide
his money. Even his butlers undertake specific responsibility. How can it be

considered thrift?” The person asked again, “Does Guan Zhong know rules of

proprieties?” Confucius said, “The lord has a screen wall at the gate. So does




does he. If Guan Zhong knows the rules of proprieties, who doesn’t know?”
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CESR::
Confucius talked the principles of music playing to the musicians of the
Country Lu, “The principles of music playing are understandable: at the

beginning, you do an instrumental ensemble and the sound is nice; then go

Jﬁ
on your playing, the sound is melodious, and the scales are distinct. I:}ﬁy
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ceaselessly, and finally, your playing comes to an end.”
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A local official in Yi asked to see Confucius, saying, “Whenever a gentleman
comes here, I’ve never failed to see him.” A student of Confucius’ led him to
see the master. When coming out, he said, “No reasons for you to worry about
having no opportunities to be officials. Heaven looks upon Confucius as a sage

and let him to lead the people.”
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named Wu, he said, “Its artistic form is very beautiful, but its contents are not

so good.”
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Confucius said, “Some higher officials cannot treat people generously, fail

to take part in ceremonies solemnly and show no sorrow when participating

in funerals. How can | tolerate them?”
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Confucius said, “One should live in a place where there are noble people.

If he chooses not to live with noble people, how can he be considered wise?”
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Confucius said, “Persons lack of fine characters can neither rest content
with poverty for long nor live easily and comfortably for long. Noble-minded
people rest content with humanity, justice and virtue, but wise people put
humanity, justice and virtue into practice only when they know these things are

good for them.”
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Confucius said, “Only those who are noble-minded can really love people

and hate people.”
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“Confucius said, If a person is determined to be noble-minded, then he will

never do evil deeds.”
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Confucius said, “Riches and honors are something everyone wants. But,
if they are improperly obtained, then we should not enjoy them. Poorness and
humbleness are something everyone detests. But if they are improperly

eliminated, then we’d rather not free ourselves from them. If gentlemen
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humanity and virtue, how can they be considered gentlemen? Gentlemen don’t

depart from humanity and virtue just in a short period of time of a dinner.

Even at the most critical moment, gentlemen must act according to the

principle of humanity and virtue. And even destitute and homeless, they can

act according to the principle of humanity and virtue.”
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Confucius said, “I’ve never seen anyone who upholds humanity and virtue
or anyone who detests non-humanity and non-virtue. When acting according
to the principle of humanity and virtue, the ones who detest non-humanity and
non-virtue can prevent others who lack humanity and virtue from affecting
themselves. I’ve never seen anyone who doesn’t have enough strength. This

sort of persons may really exist but I’ve never seen one.”
R
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Confucius said, “Different people have different mistakes. You may know

a person’s spiritual realm by observing his mistakes.”
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Confucius said, “It leaves no regret to learn truth in the morning and die
in the evening.”
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Confucius said, “Those who are determined to seek truth but shamed for
leading a thrifty and simple life are not worthy being talked with.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen neither crack their brains to seek anything in

the world nor oppose anything without reason or cause.”
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Confucius said, “A gentleman thinks of morality, but a vulgarian thinks of
his native place; a gentleman values the legal system, but a vulgarian values

gratitude.”
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Confucius said, “Doing everything only for profit will bring about

resentment.”
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Confucius said, “If you administer a country according to the principle of
giving up something for the sake of courtesy, there will be no difficulties. But
if you cannot administer a country according to this principle, how can you put

the standards of morality into practice?”
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Confucius said, “Don’t be afraid that you have no official posts. What you

should be afraid of is not having learnt something which can help you keep

a foothold.”
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Confucius said, “Zeng Shen, my doctrine is something through which a

bas:!c idea runs from beginning to end.” Zeng Shen said, “Yes, | see.” The
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master left and his followers asked: “What does it mean?” Zeng Shen said, “The

key point of our master’s doctrine is but forgivingness.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen have their eyes on justice, but vugarians only

on fortune.”
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Confucius said, “When you see worthy persons, you should think how to

learn from them; when you see vulgarians, you should have self-examination.”
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Confucius said, “When you serve your parents, you should tactfully advise

them to overcome shortcomings, if there is any . If they are unwilling to accept




your advice, you should still respect them and work for them without any

complains.”
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Confucius said, “When your parents are still alive, don’t leave home. If you

have to be away from home, you should have a definite destination.”
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Confucius said, “If a person can still keep his father’s good doctrine

unchanged for three years after his father’s death, then he can be considered
filial.”
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Confucius said, “You cannot be unaware of your parents’ birth-days. On
the one hand, you are happy for their good health; but on the other hand, you

are anxious about their decrepitude.”
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Confucius said, “Ancient people never said a word in a rash way. They

took overstatement as a shame.”
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Confucius said, “There are seldom persons who restrain themselves strictly

but still commit mistakes.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen are cautious in speech and quick in action.”
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Confucius said, “Noble-minded persons are never isolated. They’ll surely

have some persons to get along with who cherish the same ideals and take

the same course.”
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ZiYou said, “If you serve the lord too trivial and boring, you’ll be put to
shame. If you treat your friends too trivial and boring, you’ll become estranged

from your friends.”
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When commenting on Gongye Chang, Confucius said, “Anyone can marry
his daughter to this man. Although he was in jail, yet no one can put blame

on him.” Therefore, Confucius married his daughter to him.
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When commenting on Nan Rong, Confucius said, “During great order across

the land, he will not get into trouble; while during disorder under heaven, he

will not be put into jail.” And therefore, Confucius married his niece to Nan Rong.

TR X
5.3 FiEFKY, EFHEAN?, eXxEFE, HESHEH.”

T B

() 0000000 0’00000000000000 521000000 4900
(000000000
(3) 000000000000 0" 0000000 0’ 00000000

o i@
LT IR T B XN AT T WS EEAA T, A TSI 2% 21X Fh
\@@%%?”




D
When commenting on Zljian, Confucius said, “What a gentleman ZI Jian

is! If there is no gentlemen in the country Lu, then where did he learn noble

morality?”
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Zi Gong asked Confucius, “What do you think of me?” Confucius said,
“You’re just like a tool.” Zi Gong asked, “What sort of tool?” Confucius said,

“Hulian. (an ancient tool to contain food when offering sacrifices) ”
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Someone said, “Ran Yong is a noble-minded person but he’s not good at
arguing.” Confucius said, “What’s the need to be good at arguing? If a person
lives on arguing with a glib tongue, he will be detested by others. | don’t know
whether he can be considered noble-minded person, but what’s the need to

be eloquent?”
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confidence in official posts.” Hearing this, Confucius was very happy.
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Confucius said, “If what | advocate isn’t workable, I’'ll go to the sea by

raft. Maybe only Zhong You (Zhong You is Zi Lu.) is willing to follow me.”
Hearing this Zi Lu was very delighted. But Confucius said, “Zhong You has

nothing more to surpass me except for courage.”

R

5.8 ZRMAIE: “FHICFE? 7 FB: “FEd.” Xid. FH: “B#, FRzE,
AEAEM VM, FMECH.” SKefFm? 7 FB: k@, FEZE?, ®
‘zHR, AEHZEDH, FOECH.” “FOHFMM? 7 FA: “Fit, X
HATHO, TESER"Eth, FMECH.”

(HooboobooobooobDboo

(2)DDDDDDDDDDDI]DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD&\ ﬁ
G oobooboboooboobbooboobbooboooboon |2




The Analects of Confucius

€108 ) INEXNR ,
108 ! %%

X

(400000000
(5) 00000000000000000s5900000000
(6) 0000000000000000
(7000000000000




o i

F A P RRIE BT IOARAE T 7 AL CARRIE.” MR. FLT U T
ATBEIAT TR E R, OB ZEBO R, AFt A=A 3. “ 4K
BFE? 7 LUl R DEIA T ND I E O E AR B R
ANFMAZAT 7 “CAVEARERE? 7 LU “AVIRTHEALM, ST ER, AT LAY Al ey
SR, IMHAZWES, AR

CE N

Meng Wubo asked, “Is Zi Lu up to the standards of humanity?” Confucius
said, “I don’t know.” Meng Wubo asked again. The master said, “Zhong You
can be a general. But | don’t know whether he is up to the standard of humanity.”
“What do you think of Ran Qiu?” Confucius said, “Ran Qiu can be a mayor.
But | don’t know whether he is up to the standard of humanity.” “What do you
think of Gongxi Chi?” Confucius said, “Gongxi Chi can be a foreign minister.
But | don’t know whether he is up to the standard of humanity.”
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Confucius said to Zi Gong, “You and Yan Hui, who is better?” Zi Gong
replied, “How dare | compare myself with Yan Hui? Yan Hui can know ten events
on the basis of knowing one event. But | can know two events on the basis

of knowing one event.” Confucius said, “You are not so good as Yan Hui. |

agree with you. You are really not good as him.”

IR =

5-10 EFEHE, FB: “HATAME, XLOZHERABFH, FF5@%S?
FA: “WEFAL, WHEMERT: $FFTAE, WHASHULT. FF
59%=.”

®E R

() 00O0D0O0Oooo

@ #00* 0"0000000000000000000
(3)0000000000

(4000000

A i

YT HRKEN . fLTUL: “EBFRIARLTCERER], F&t 2B R . X T5%T
XN, TTREEAHE? 7 FL 1P “EYFXTT N, 20 TSI EAHE TAthr
7 BAETRX TN, Wr TAL YRR IS WA AT K. FES TIX R T WA
Hik.”




Nekssn |1

Zai Yu sleeps in the day time. Confucius said, “Rotten wood can not be

carved. Walls which are built with dirt can not white-washed. What’s the use

to reproach him?” Confucius said, “At the beginning, | believed a person’s action

after | heard his words. But now I’ll observe his action after | hear his words.

Zai Yu made me change my way to observe people.”
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Confucius said, “I’ve never seen anyone firm and unyielding.” Someone
said, “Shen Cheng is firm and unyielding.” Confucius said, “Sheng Cheng has

too many desires, how can he be firm and unyielding?”
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also unwilling to force others to do what they don’t want to.” Confucius said,

“Ci, this isn’t what you can manage.”




The Analects of Confucius

14| (EIBY EXR

TR X

5-13 F&RE: “XFzxE", AEmEt:; XFZEHEYS5XEY, FaEmEd.”

x B

() 0000O0000000000000
@ 00000
(3) 000000

o i

ToTt: “CENYHRR SR, HKAE R R 7 28 HZ TR B9 AR IE ) PR
W, WEAEH AR 2.7
R

Zi Gong said, “What you teach in your articles can be grasped by listening,

but the theories on human’s nature and heaven’s doctrines cannot be grasped

by listening.”
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to hear any other new ones.
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Zi Gong asked, “Why was Kong Wenzi given a posthumous title Wen?”
Confucius said, “He was intelligent and diligent and did not consider it

disgraceful to learn from persons in humble position.”
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When commenting on Zi Chan, Confucius said that he had four noble

characters, “He conducts himself sedately, serves his lord respectfully and

cherishes people by bestowing favor.”
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Confucius said, “Yan Pingzhong is good at making friends with others.

Knowing each other as time goes on, he is respected by others.”
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Confucius said, “Zang Wenzhong built a temple with an arched roof and
columns were painted with a design of water plants. And moreover, a big tortoise

was hidden in the temple which was just like a shrine of the lord. How can
he be considered wise?”
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Zi Zhang asked, “Zi Wen served as premier three times, but he was never
happy, and he was dismissed from office three times, he never felt wronged.
Moreover, before he was relieved of his office, he was very careful to handle
the matter relating handing over and taking over. What do you think of it?”
Confucius said, “Quite loyal.” Zi Zhang asked again, “Can it be considered
humanity?” Confucius replied, “I don’t know. It’s quite out of the question of
humanity, isn’t it?” Zi Zhang asked again, “Cui Zi killed Qi Zhuanggong, Chen
WenZi abandoned his family property and ran away. Whenever getting into
another country, he used to say, ‘The officials here are just the same as Cui
Zi.’ Again, he ran away. After getting into another country, he said once more,
‘The officials here are just the same as Cui Zi.” And then he ran away again.
What do you think of it?” Confucius said, “He is really above politics and worldly
interests.” Zi Zhang asked, “Can it be considered humanity?” Confucius said,

“l don’t know. It’s quite out of the question of humanity, isn’t it?”
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Before doing anything, Ji WenZi always thinks over it again and again.

Learning this, Confucius said, “Think twice. That’s enough.”
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Confucius said, “You know Ji Wutzu. When the country is in great order,
he seems very clever. When the country is in great disorder, he would pretend
to be very stupid. As far as his cleverness is concerned, everyone can catch

up with him, but as for his stupidity, no one can reach him.”
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CESR::
Confucius said in the country Chen, “Go back! Go back! The students in

my hometown have great ambition but little talent. Yet their writings have rich
and bright colors. | really don’t know how to guide them.”
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Confucius said, “Bo Yi and Shu Qi don’t bear grudges, so they are seldom

hated by others.”
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Confucius said, “Who said Wei Shenggao is frank? Someone asked him

for some vinegar, he didn’t say frankly that he had none and moreover he

stealthily asked his neighbor for some and then gave it to that man.”
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Confucius said, “Saying honey words, putting on a false smile, nodding and
bowing, Zuo Qiuming considers all these things shameful. So do |. Making

friends with others but harboring resentment at the same time, Zuo Qiuming

considers it shameful. So do I.”
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With Yan Yuan and Zi Lu standing by in attendance, Confucius said, “Why
don’t you say something about your ideals?” Zi Lu said, “I’d like to let my friends
share my carriage, horse and fir coat. Even if all these are worn out, | don’t
have any complains.” Yan Yuan said, “I’d like not to boast of my strong points,
not to publicize my merits.” Zi Lu said to Confucius, “I’d like to know your ideal.”

‘ Cpn‘f?cius said, “I’d like to see that the aged can enjoy ease and comfort, the
v 1
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young can get every concern, and friends have trust in me.”
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Confucius said, “Finished! I’ve never seen anyone who not only knows his

own mistakes but also criticizes himself.”
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Confucius said, “Even in a small village with only ten families, there are
certainly someone like me who pays much attention to honesty. Only they don’t

love study as | do.”
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Confucius said, “ Ran Yong can be a lord.”
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Zhong Gong asked Confucius what he thinks of Sang Botzu. Confucius said,
“Not so bad. He does everything simply and clearly.” Zhong Gong said, “Isn’t
it fine or acceptalole to administer people with a thorough plan and simple action?
Plan is crude and action is careless. Isn’t it too careless?” Confucius said, “You

are right.”
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Ai Gong, lord of the country Lu asked, “Who is the best one to love study
among your students?” Confucius replied, “There is one named Yan Hui. He
was never gray with anyone. He never made same mistakes. Unfortunately he

died young. Now there is no longer a person the same devoted as him. I've

never hear anyone who love study.”
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Zi Hua was sent to the country Qi on a diplomatic mission. Ran Tzu asked
Confucius to give some rice to Zi Hua’s mother. Confucius said, “Give 100
pounds.” Ran Tzu said, “Give a little more please.” Confucius said, “Add forty
pounds.” But Ran Zi gave two thousand pounds. Confucius said, “I’ve learned
in the country Lu, Zi Hua takes splendid carriage and wears beautiful clothes.

Gentlemen give relief only to the poor but don’t add property to the rich.”
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Yuan Si served Confucius’s family as a butler. Confucius gave him 900
pounds of rice, but Yuan Se refused. Confucius said, “Don’t refuse. If you think

it more than enough, you can give the superfluous part to your neighbors.”
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CEN::
When commenting on Zhong Gong, Confucius said, “If a farm cattle breeds
a calf with red hair and elegant horns, the mountain and river spirits cannot

abandon this calf, can they?”
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Confucius said, “Yan Hui can keep humanity and virtue unchanged for a

long time, but my other students can keep them unchanged only for a short

period.”

R

6-8 ZHETVE: “1FFEEEH§ME5P¢’.'—:J? 7 FH: “AHBRE®, FTAEFME? 7 B
“BhaEABHES? 7 B: “Bhix®, FABRFME? 7 B: “RBAEM
H#t5? -“Xﬂ*m,$Mﬁ¥ﬂﬁ?”

i B8

() 000000000 49200000000000000000000080000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000

@ 00000000

¢) 00000000

(400000000

iAo i

BT AP HIXNN, ATPLEE B ? 7 LU AP R R, T
EHEFEAT AWM ? 7 T ) “ui AR, AT PR PR ? 7 fLF
Yoo “UpARNGEAFE, NTEHBEREHARMER? ) “HRXAN, AP
BRI 7 ALY CRRATA e, X T AT T 4 W




£l ¢
W e

The Analects of Confucius

10| BIB) RENR

i #niF

Ji Kangtzi asked, “Is Zhong You capable to be in charge of government
affairs?” Confucius said, “Zhong You is resolute in action. Will it be difficult for
him to be in charge of government affairs?” Ji Kangtzi asked, “Is Duanmu Ci
capable to be in charge of government affairs?” Confucius said, “Duanmu Ci
is philosophic. Will it be difficult for him to be in charge of government affairs?”
Ji Kangtzi asked, “Is Ran Qiu capable to be in charge of government affairs?”
Confucius said, “Ran Qiu is talent. Will it be difficult for him to be in charge

of government affairs?”
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Ji sent someone to ask Min Tzujian to be an official in the county Mi. Min Tzujian
said to the man, “Please refuse for me. If you come again, I'll be on the other

side of Wen River.”
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Bo Niu was ill. Confucius went to see him and held his hand from outside

the window and said, “I should have to lose this man. It is that I'm doomed .
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to lose him. Such a person should have got this sort of disease! Such a person

should have got this sort of disease!”
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Confucius said, “How noble-minded Yan Hui is! With only a basket of rice
and a ladleful of water, he lives in a shabby lane. Other people cannot endure
this sort of hard life. But Yan Hui never changed his optimistic nature. How

noble-minded Yan Hui is!”
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Ran Qiu said, “It’s not that | don’t like your doctrine but I'm lack of a
tremendous capacity.” Confucius said, “If lack of a tremendous capacity, one
will stop halfway. You have not started but you’re unwilling to go forward.”
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not a scholar of vugarian type.”
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CESR::

Zi You got the position of mayor of Wucheng City. Confucius asked, “Have
you got any persons of talent?” Zi You replied, “There is a man named Dantai

Mieming. He never goes astray and doesn’t come to my room if having no official

business to do.”
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Confucius said, “Meng Zhifan never praised himself. When fighting a battle,

he always covered the retreat in the back of his own accord. When entering

the city gate, he whipped his horse and quickly passed through the crowded

welcomers, saying, ‘It’s not that I’ve got the guts to keep behind but that my

horse runs not so quickly.”
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Confucius said, “If a person isn’t eloquent as Zhu Tuo but only has a
beautiful face like Song Chao’s, he can never avoid disasters throughout his

life.”
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Confucius said, “Who can go out of a door without going through this door?
Why nobody takes my way?”
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Confucius said, “If a person’ s characters of honesty and simplicity surpass
his rich and bright colors in literature, he’ll say rude things and behave boorishly;
yet if on the contrary, he’ll grandiloquent in language but conduct frivolously. Only
by properly combining these two factors, both refined and courteous, can he
become a gentleman.”
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Confucius said, “Only an honest person can enjoy a happy life; sometimes
a dishonest person can also enjoy a peaceful life, but he can avoid disasters

only by pure luck.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Knowing the importance of study is not so good as loving

study; loving study is not so good as taking pleasure from study.”

IR x
6-21 TH: “PFAML, ATLUEEM: RARUT, FAELES.”

A i y

ﬂ
ALl P ERERIRAN, W ARSI 0 b b SRR ﬁﬁﬂ{

[

)

I
\
1
[ 7
//
N A



The Analects of Confucius

150 (ILIB) RN

bV R IR 27 )

E
Confucius said, “As for a person with an upper-middle-class gift, you can

study with him profound learning; as for a person with a lower-middle-class gift,
you cannot study with him profound learning.”
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Fan Chi asked something about sensibleness, Confucius said, “Whatever
you do, you must submit to the public will. You respect religion but keep yourself
far away from it. This can be considered sensibleness.” Fan Chi asked about

humanity. Confucius said, “If you can be the first to bear hardships and the
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last to enjoy comforts, then it can be considered humanity.”
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Confucius said, “Wise people love water. Benevolent people love mountains.
Wise people love to be active. Benevolent people love to be calm. Wise people

are happy. Benevolent people enjoy longevity.”
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Confucius said, “Through reformation, the system of the country Qi can

reach the level of the country Lu and the system of the country Lu can be

put on the right track.”
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Confucius said, “This wine-container does not like a wine-container. Can

it be considered a wine-container? Can it be considered a wine-container?”
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Zai Wo asked, “A benevolent person is told that a benevolent person fell

into a well. Can he follow him and jump into the well? ” Confucius said, “Why
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but he cannot make himself fell into the well. A gentleman may be cheated but

he cannot act blindfold.”
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Confucius said, “Song long as keeping extensive study, observing

disciplines and abiding by the law, a gentleman can avoid going astray.”
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do something wrong, let the heaven condemn me! Let the heaven condemn
mel!”
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Confucius said, “As a sort of virtue, mean should be the highest state! But

people have lacked this virtue for a long time.”
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Zi Gong said to Confucius, “Supposing there is a person who can relieve
the broad masses by providing them much material benefit, what do you think
of him? Can he be considered one of humanity?” Confucius said, “Far more
than that. He’s simply a sage! Even Yao and Shun couldn’t reach this state.
As far as a man of humanity is concerned, he should help others to rely on
themselves when he himself wants to stand on his own legs, and help others
to rise in the world when he himself wants to get a vigorous development in
his own cause. Whenever doing anything, he should take himself as an example
and then ‘do unto others what you would do unto yourself’. This can be

considered a way to put humanity into practice.”
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Confucius said, “lI only pass on the existing knowledge but don’t make

innovations. | believe ancestors, especially love the ancient classical works. In

secret, | compare myself with Shang Dynasty’s Mr. Peng.”
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Confucius said, “Learn knowledge by heart, unsatisfied with study, untiring

of teaching others. How can these things be difficult to me?”
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what | worry about.”
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When staying at home, Confucius was well dressed, carefree and content.
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Confucius said, “I’m too doddery! | haven’t dreamt of Mr. Ji for a long time.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Acquire high ideals, cultivate fine morality, cherish humane

feeling, mould noble sentiment.”
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Confucius said, “Whoever is willing to give me ten or more pieces of dried

meat, I’ve never refused to teach him.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “When teaching a student, don’t remind him before he can
rack his brains, and don’t guide him before he wants to say but cannot speak

out. If he cannot learn by analogy, don’t teach him anymore.”
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If weeping on this day, Confucius would no longer sing.
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Confucius said to Yan Yuan, “If I’'m put in an important position, I’ll fully

display my talents, otherwise I'll conceal my capacities. Only you and me :a"

do this, can’t we?” Zi Lu asked Confucius, “If you command the country’s arr ( /
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forces, what sorts of persons do you choose to be your assistants?” Confucius
said, “I don’t need anyone who can wrestle with tigers bear-handed and across

rivers bare-foot, and never repent. Who I’m looking for are those who can act

cautiously and win by strategy.”
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Confucius said, “So long as | can be rich reasonably, I’m willing to do anything,
even if | have to drive cars for others, | don’t care. Otherwise, I’d like to do anything

| love.”
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Confucius acted cautiously in three aspects including fast, war and

diseases.
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After hearing the music named Shao in the country Qi, Confucius couldn’t

taste beef. He said, “I’ve never realized that Shao should be amazing like this.”
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Ran You said, “Is our master going to assist the lord of the country Wei?”
Zi Gong said, “Let me ask him.” After entering the room, Zi Gong asked his
master, “What sort of persons do Bo Yi and Shu Qi belong to?” The master
replied: “They are ancient worthy persons.” Zi Gong asked, “Did they regret?”
The master replied, “They sought humanity and they got it. Why regret?” Zi

Gong going out and said, “Our master wouldn’t go to assist the country Wei.”
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Confucius said, “Even have plain tea and simple fare and take a bended

arm as a pillow, | can still take pleasure in them. In my eye, riches and honors

without humanity are just like floating clouds in the sky.”
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Confucius said, “Let me have several more years and I’ll study Yi. And

at that time, | can avoid committing big mistakes.”
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Sometimes Confucius spoke in popular speech. When reading Poems, Book

and taking part in ceremonies, he spoke in popular speech.



.lﬁa‘(

7-19 HAVEILFFFH, FEAN. FH: “XEZFH, HAHAt, LHESE,
RUENR, FHZEZEERRD.”




The Analects of Confucius

180 | (LB RN

T B

Ghobobobo* o"bobobobobOobOobOobOobOobOobOobOOobLObOO
goooogo
@ obobobobobobobobobobobobDog

o i

A B I AL R M AR, FEAS . LR AR AT ik
EANN, KEWHDL, SRS T, PURMIEUIEAS T, A O T A
M, wmkmo?

D

An official in Yecheng City asked Zi Lu about Confucius. Zi Lu didn’t answer.
Confucius said to Zi Lu, “Why don’t you answer him like this: when reading,
he is so absorbed as to forget to eat and so happy as to forget his anxiety

and even not to realize that he is becoming older and older?”
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Confucius said, “I’'m not a person who has got knowledge before his birth
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but one who is fond of ancient things and quick in thought and studies them

diligently.”
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Confucius never talks about monstrosities, violence, turbulence, ghosts and

spirits.”
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Confucius said, “Three people are walking. There must be someone among
them who can be my teacher. I’d like to find out his strong points to learn and

pick out his shortcomings to drawn on lessons from and make self-correction.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “The heaven bestowed virtues on me. What can Huan Kui

do to me?”
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Confucius said, “You students think that I’ve hid something from you? I’ve

hid nothing from you. | don’t have anything which | didn’t do together with you.

This is my behavior.”

L
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What Confucius taught included four aspects: documents, virtue, honesty

and keeping promise.
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Confucius said, “It’s impossible for me to see sages. If | can see gentlemen,
that’s enough.” Confucius said again, “It’s impossible for me to see kind people.

If | can see someone who can be true to himself forever, that’s enough. Have




nothing, but pretend to have something. Empty, but pretend to be full. Poor,
but pretend to be rich. It’s difficult for this sort of people to keep on doing

something perseveringly.”
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Confucius caught fish with only a hook but not a net, he shot only flying

birds but not sleeping birds.
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/,,fucius said, “Some people act rashly without knowing concrete
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conditions. | don’t do anything like that. Listen more and learn from exemplary
persons; observe more and bear details in mind. This is only second to being
born with knowledge.”
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People in Hu Xiang didn’t behave themselves well. It was difficult to
exchange ideas with them. But a boy from there was granted an interview by
Confucius. His students felt perplexed about it. Confucius said, “Affirming a

person’s present progress is not equal to approving his past mistakes. What’s

“‘ﬂ
the need to seize on others’ mistakes? Since they’ve corrected their mistak
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we should affirm their progress but not mention their past any longer.”
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Confucius said, “Humanity is very far from us? So long as | want humanity,

and there it comes.”
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Chen Sibai asked, “Does Lu Zhaogong know proprieties?” Confucius said,
“Yes, he does.” After Confucius left, Chen Sibai made a bow to Wu Magi with
hands folded in front and asked him to come near and said, “I heard that
gentlemen show no partiality. Could it be said that gentlemen show partiality?
The lord of the country Lu married a woman in the country Wu. She has the
same family name as his and calls her as Wu Mengtzu. If the lord of the country
Lu is considered to know proprieties, is there anyone who doesn’t know?” Wu
Magi told this to Confucius. Confucius said, “I’m lucky. If | make mistakes, others

must know.”

TR X
7 L 32 %Ekgkﬁ'ﬁ%, M\1§}i2, WE*HZO

e i3

LN REIEE, ORISR, o SRR, RS A S .

S
Confucius sometimes sung together with others. If he did well, he was

certainly asked to repeat one more time and then others sung together with
him.

R X

AY |




195

7-33 FE: “x, EYERAB. BITEF, WERZFSE.”

T B

goooooooogog

e i
L7l B BARMPRY, KARMBNEAZ, D SEIATIE T, BEiE

A7
E::
Confucius said, “As far as book-learning is concerned, maybe I’'m about

the same with others. But as for a gentleman who earnestly practices what he

advocates, I’'m much inferior to the standards.”
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Confucius said, “As for sage and humanity, how can | deserve this? Yet,
| have been constantly doing my best to approach to the two aspects. And
moreover, I’ve been assiduously teaching others. | think my behavior in this
respect is not so bad.” Gong Xihua said, “This is the very thing that | can’t

learn.”
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“Really?” Zi Lu said, “Yes. The text of Lei says, ‘Say prayer for you to heaven
and earth, to spirits and ghosts.”” Confucius said, “I’ve long been praying.”
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Confucius said, “Luxury leads arrogance. Thrifty leads shabbiness. I’d rather
show shabbiness than arrogance.”

TR ox
737 FH: “EFEFFY, MAKERE®.”




The Analects of Confucius

108 (LB RN

T B

O boboboboboboboob
@ ubboobooooboobbo

A i

Ll “H T EARRTET, NN

=
CESR::
Confucius said, “Gentlemen are always openhearted, while vulgarians are

always sorrowful.”
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Confucius is gentle-natured but stern, dignified but not violent, solemn but

benign.
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Confucius said, “You may well say that Tai Bo is the noblest person. He
renounced sovereign authority several times. People just can’t find proper

words to praise him.”
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Confucius said, “Without proprieties, respectfulness is futile; without
proprieties, cautiousness will lead to cowardice; without proprieties, braveness
will cause trouble; without proprieties, frankness will become acridness. If
gentlemen sincerely love their kinsfolk, people will uphold love and humanity;
if gentlemen truly take care of their old friends, people couldn’t be indifferent.”
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Zeng Zi was ill and called his disciples together before him and said, “Look
at my hands! Look at my feet! Poems said, ‘Trembling with fear, as if facing
an abyss, as though walking on thin ice.’. My disciples! From now on, | know

that | won’t be wounded any longer”
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Zeng Zi was ill and Meng Jingtzu visited him. Zeng Zi said, “In dying hour,
birds cry sadly; in face of death, people speak genially. Gentlemen should pay
attention to three points about virtue: a solemn appearance can avoid rudeness;
a severe expression is near honesty; a proper tone can avoid rudeness and
going against common sense. As for matters concerning the tools of etiquette

and ceremony, there are certainly some people to manage.”

IR =

8:5 LFHE: “LIEERFA e, USRFE, &k, TEE: ImARY —&&
ERENETHR.”

T B

goo* 0o"gooboobo

o i#
MUl A REEN N ﬁﬁéﬁ‘])\‘*%ﬁz R Z H ) R AT B A 57 ) B0
REAFR I 0 — s IRE L HRR B B AL EN AT — MET B I A X




T w129

Ak
=

D

Zeng Zi said, “A man who is capable yet seeks advices from someone is
incapable; a man who enjoys profound and extensive learning yet consults a
person who is lack of knowledge and information; a man of letters is so modest
that he acts as if he has no knowledge at all; a man of great learning is so
modest that he behaves just like a foolish man; a person never bothers about

anyone who offends him. In the past, a friend of mine conducted just like this.”
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Zeng Zi said, “A man is so reliable that you can leave an ophen to him,
you can entrust the country to him. And moreover, he is dauntless and
unyielding in critical moment of life and death. Is such a man a gentleman?

Certainly is.”
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Zeng Zi said, “As for a person of resolution and integrity, he cannot but
cultivate an unyielding will because his burden is heavy and his way ahead
is long. He considers putting humanity into practice as his responsibility. Surely
it doesn’t mean that his burden isn’t heavy. He keeps on fighting throughout
his life and remains unyielding unto death. Could it be said that his way ahead

isn’t long?”
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The Analects of Confucius

Version one:

Confucius said, “Self-cultivation begins from learning poems; making up

mind starts from learning proprieties and perfection is completed through

learning music.”

Version two:

Confucius said, “Taking pleasure in reciting poems; carving out career and

performing merits according to proprieties; and be in a good mood through

enjoying music.”
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Version one:

Confucius said, “You can only let people do something, but not let them
know why.”

Version two:

Confucius said, “We should do whatever the people approve; we should

explain to them clearly about whatever they can’t understand.”
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Confucius said, “If a person is very brave but hates poverty, he may cause
trouble. If he hates evil men and ugly things too bitterly, he can also trigger

disaster.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “A person is capable even as Zhou Gong, his other aspects

are still not worth looking as if he is either arrogant or mean.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “It’s difficult to find a man who has already studied three

years but cannot gain an official post.”
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Confucius said, “Keep promise and study hard; uphold principles
unswervingly all one’s life. Do not go to dangerous countries; do not live in
turbulent countries. Fully display one’s talent during great order under heaven;

conceal one’s capacities during great disorder across the land. Being poor
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during great order across the land, it’s shameful; being rich during great disorder

under heaven, it’s shameful too.”
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CESR::

Confucius said, “Think of nothing concerning a post you don’t enjoy.”
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Confucius said, “From the very beginning of prelude played by the great
musician Mr. Zhi through to the end of Guan Ju, rich and beautiful music constantly

echoed in my ears.”
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Confucius said, “Frantic but not upright, childish but not cautious, honest

outwardly but unable to keep promise. | really don’t know why some people

conduct this way.”
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Confucius said, “Study is just like race. You’re always afraid of being unable

to catch up. Yet when you catch up, you’ll be afraid of being overtaken.”
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Confucius said, “How noble they are! Yao and Shun didn’t seize state power

by violence.”
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The Analects of Confucius

example of heaven. His kindness is as deep as the sea and people don’t know

what words are suitable to praise him. How great his contributions are! What

a perfect propriety-system he made!”
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Yao had five worthy courtiers to help him get his country well governed.
The lord Wu said, “I have ten worthy courtiers.” Confucius said, “It’s difficult

to get talented people, isn’t it? During the periods of Yao, Shun and Wu, there

was the largest number of talented people. There was a woman among Wu'’s
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controlled two thirds of the sate power, yet he can still obey the leadership of

the central government. His virtues are really most lofty.”
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Confucius said, “Yu had no fault for me to find. He led a thrifty and simple
life but he did his best to serve spirits and ghosts. He was simply dressed but
always turned himself out smartly when serving sacrifices. His palace was low
and humble, but he devoted himself to water projects wholeheartedly. As for

Yu, | can find no fault.”
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Confucius rarely talked about lucre, but he had a great esteem for the will

of God and virtue of humanity.
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Some people in Daxiangdang said, “What a great man Confucius is! He
is really a scholar of profound and extensive learning, but it’s sorry to say that
he doesn’t have any special skills to have his name up.” Learning this,

Confucius said to his disciples, “Which aspect is my special skill? Cart-driving

carts? Or arrow-shooting? Perhaps cart-driving is my special skill.”
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Confucius said, “Making hats with linen is a previous regulation. But making
hat with silk now is relatively economical. I’d like to follow the general trend. Making
a respectful call on the lord in lower hall is a previous rule. But it is a breach of
etiquette to do it in upper hall at present. Although infringing upon popular

conventions, I'd like to do it in lower hall.”
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Confucius got rid of four defects: making groundless conclusions, making

arbitrary decisions, stubbornness, selfishness.
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Being surrounded in Kuang, Confucius said, “After the death of Lord Wen,
could it be said that the cultural heritage hasn’t be inherited by me? If Heaven
wants to destroy culture, | wouldn’t have been able to master it. If Heaven

doesn’t want to, what can people in Kuang do to me?”
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Tai Zai asked Zi Gong, “Our master is a sage, isn’t he? Why is he so
versatile?” Zi Gong said, “It's Heaven that made him a sage and versatile.”
Learning this, Confucius said, “How can Tai Zai know me? When | was little, my
social position was low so | could do so many unskilled works. Do the nobility

do these unskilled works? No.”
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Lao said, “Confucius said, ‘| was then not put in important positions, so

| can master these skills.””
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CESR::

Confucius said, “Do | have knowledge? No. A farmer once asked me some

questions, but | couldn’t answer. It’s when | made a thorough inquiry that |

could fully understand his questions.”
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Confucius said, “Neither phoenix has come nor Eight Diagrams have

appeared in the river. It seems | would have no chance to withess an era of

prosperity and harmany.”
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Whenever meeting persons in mourning or nobility or blind persons, though
they were young, he would stand up; whenever passing by them, he would

quicken his steps.
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Sighing with deep feelings, Yan Yuan said, “Our master’s knowledge is the
higher the more to be looked at, the deeper the more to be delved into. It seems
in front, but all of a sudden, it goes behind. Our master enriched me with
knowledge step by step and restrained me with proprieties and rules. It is

impossible for me not to learn from him. ’ve done my best but he is just like
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a mountain loftily standing in front of my eyes. | want to climb it but there’s

no way.”
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Confucius was seriously ill. Zi Lu sent a disciple of Confucius’ to serve

ﬂ

7

him as a butler. When getting better later on, Confucius said, “Zi Lu has \
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been playing false like this. It’s clear that | have no butler at all, but pretend
to have. Whom do | cheat? Cheating Heaven? I’d rather die before you rather
than die in the hands of a butler. Isn’t it better? Moreover, even if | cannot

enjoy a stately funeral, could it be said that I’ll be thrown onto the road?”
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CESR::
Zi Gong said, “Here is a piece of jade. Keep it in cupboard or find a

businessman who knows how to sell it out?” Confucius said, “Sell it out! Sell

it out! I'm just waiting for a businessman who is able to judge.”
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Confucius was going to live in a remote eastern place. Someone said, “That
place is very backward. How can you live there?” Confucius said, “Gentlemen

live there. How can it be backward?”
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Confucius said, “Since coming back to Lu from Wei, I’ve already made

musics well sorted out and Ya and Song have also been properly arranged.”
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Confucius said, “Away from home, serve the country wholeheartedly and
at home, show filial devotion to parents and friendship to brothers. When
arranging funeral, dare not be careless and do not let wine spoil anything. How

can it be difficult for me to do all these things?”
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BN
Confucius said on a river side, “Time elapses like the river running forward

night and day.”
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Confucius said, “I’'ve never met anyone who loves virtue as if loves

beauties.”
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Confucius said, “Like piling up a mountain, | failed to finish the job because
of lacking only one basket of earth. It’s my own choice. Like filliing up a pit,

| added only one basket of earth and then contimue to do like this. It’s also

my own decision.”
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Confucius said, “I’m afraid only Yan Hui never bored when listening to my

speech even one hundred times.”
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Confucius said to Yan Yuan, “What a pity! I’ve only seen him advancing

but never seen him stopping.”
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Confucius said, “It happens that crops have seedlings but sprout no ears;

and it also happens that crops sprout ears but bear no fruit.”

TR X
9:23 FH: “RYErE, EMREZANSH? M+, E+WMEBES, SFIFAE !




The Analects of Confucius

168 (LB RN

rtE.”

A i
LTV “FERANESBE, BAMmEEEAWASN? RN A2 BRI, A
fl kR T 7

CESR::
Confucius said, “The young deserves to be treated with awe. How can you
know that posterity is not so good as people of today? If a man is still unknown

to the public at the age of forty or fifty, then he is finished.”
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Confucius said, “How can | refuse reasonable advices? When having
mistakes, it’s really admirable to correct them. How can it be said that flattery
doesn’t make people happy? Yet, I’'m really at my wit’s end to the people who
are only happy but don’t make analysis on hearing flattery and who only approve

but don’t adopt others’ reasonable advices.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Take honesty as a foundation. Don’t make friends with

people who are not so good as yourself. Don’t hesitate in correcting mistakes.”
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Confucius said, “An army can be deprived of its commander; yet a person

cannot be deprived of his ideals.”
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Confucius said, “Perhaps only Zi Lu can be shabbily dressed but stand side
by side with people luxuriously dressed without feeling ashamed. ‘Don’t be
jealousy; don’t be greedy. Why no one praises such virtues?’” Zi Lu recited this
poem all his life. Confucius said again, “He should act this way. What’s the need

to praise him?”
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Confucius said, “It’s at the time of cold that we know pine tree is the last

to become withered and bare.”
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Confucius said, “Wise people don’t feel puzzled; noble-minded people never

feel sorrowful; brave people never act timid.”
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Confucius said, “There are some people from whom you can learn doctrines
but it isn’t necessary to be able to gain something about doctrines. Even if
you can gain something about doctrines, it isn’t be necessary to be able to
persevere in doctrines. And even you can persevere in doctrines, yet it isn’t

be necessary for you to be able to adjust yourself to circumstances.”
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There is an ancient poem saying, “O, Tang Di flowers! You’re so
beautifully swinging. How can it be said that | don’t miss you? It’s only because
| live too far away.” Confucius said, “Still, you don’t really miss him. Otherwise

the distance is out of question.”
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Facing fellow townsmen, Confucius didn’t seem good at speaking. Yet in

ancestral temple and court, he was a man of eloquence, but he was rather

cautious.
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CESR::
In court, Confucius talked with ease and confidence to lower rank officials,
was out-spoken to higher rank officials, and talked to the lord respectfully and

cautiously.
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The lord called Confucius in and asked him to receive guests. Confucius
looked serious and quickened his pace. While making bows with hands folded
in front to people beside him in both sides, he cupped one hand in the other
to the left and then to the right with his dress swinging forward and backward
rather neatly. When swiftly stepping forward, he walked at a brisk space. When

guests left, he was certain to report back, “Guests went far away.”
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Entering the court gate, Confucius looked deferential and cautious as if no
place to shelter himself. When standing, he never stood in the middle of a door;
when walking, he never let his feet touch threshold. While passing by the lord’s
seat, he looked serious and quickened pace and spoke with a feeble voice as
if suffering vitality deficiency. When walking toward upper hall with his gown hem
in hand, he held his breath with all courtesy and respect as if he didn’t breathe
at all. Only at the time of turning back and walking down the steps did he show
a relaxed look and seemingly feel happy and contented. After walking down all
the steps, he took a few quick paces forward as a bird stretching its wings. Back

onto his seat, he still looked extremely differential but uneasy.
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Confucius held a jade “Gui” in hand as if bowing to the lord and being
unable to hold it. He raised it as if he made a bow with hands folded in front.
Putting it down as if he presented it. When he walked with light and quick steps
as if following a straight line, he showed a severe look and trembled with fear.
Yet when presenting gifts, he showed an amiable look. While having a private

interview with the lord, he looked rather relaxed and happy.
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clothes and must wear outer garment when away from home. They should pay
attention to match: match black underwear with black outer garment, white
underwear with yellow outer garment, yellow underwear with yellow outer
garment. Underwear should be long with right sleeve relatively short. Pajamas
must be used and should be one and half time the length of one’s height. Seat
cushions must be thick. After funeral, there’re no restrictions on ornaments. As
for clothes used on formal occasions, they must have hems cut. During funeral,
black dress and hats are unadvisable. One the first day of every January, they

must wear audience dress to have their audience with the sovereign ruler.
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On fast days, one must wear bathrobe after bath, which is made of cloth.

During fast period, one should change diet and residence.
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When you pestle grain, the more delicate the better; while fish and meat
to be cut, the finer the better. Neither moldy grain nor rotten fish and meat
are eatable. Do not eat food with bad colors. Do not eat food with bad smell.
Do not eat food improperly cooked. Do not eat food unseasonable. Do not eat
meat without being cut into square pieces. Do not eat food improperly flavored.
While eating meat, do not take more than rice though plenty. Only wine is
unlimited, yet do not get drunk. Do not eat dried meat and wine bought from

market. Ginger must be taken during each meal, but not too much.
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Confucius didn’t eat overnight sacrificial meat allotted to him after
participating in sacrificial rites held by lord. Sacrificial meat couldn’t be kept

over three days. Otherwise, he didn’t eat it at all.

IR x

10-10 &|FE, BFRE.

A i
VG AR B BRI LA B




| «\,\\ ,_Q‘M {
|

The Analects of Confucius

100 (LB RN

R

Confucius didn’t speak during eating or sleeping.
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Even if coarse rice and vegetable soup, Confucius was certain to put some
aside before dinner as sacrificial offerings to his ancestors. He did it with all

courtesy and respect as if during fast days.
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Confucius didn’t sit on mat which wasn’t put properly.
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CESR::
After ending country wine rites, Confucius would certainly let old people

walk out before him.
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CESR::
During country ghost-expelling-rites, Confucius usually had his official

garment on and stood on the eastern step.
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When asking someone to send regards or gifts to foreign friends, it was

definite that Confucius saw him off by making two respectful calls on him.
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Accepting some medicine given by Ji Kangtzu, Confucius said, “I’m not

familiar with its property so | dare not have a taste.”
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Confucius’ stable was destroyed by a fire. Back from his audience with
the sovereign ruler, he said, “Are there anyone wounded?” But he asked nothing

about his horse.
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Given food by the lord, Confucius definitely put it properly and then
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a taste. Given raw meat, he definitely had it cooked and then offered it as

sacrifices to ancestors. Given something alive, he definitely accepted and raised

it. Accompanying the lord to have a meal, he definitely had a taste before the

lord began offering sacrifice.
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CESR::
Confucius was ill. The lord went to see him. Lying in bed, he had his head

eastward with official garment covering his body and waistband in his hand.
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CESR::
Whenever called in by the lord, Confucius would usually go by foot without

waiting to prepare carriage and horse ready.
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Entering the temple which was built for offering sacrifice to the lord’s

ancestors, Confucius asked about everything.

TR X
10-22 FAL%E, XFRV3, B: “FHxkED.”

E B

gooooboboooboooboboobooboobooooo

D=
AT, BAT AN, LT “ e, "

D
A friend died but no one made arrangements for funeral affairs. Confucius

said, “Let me do it.”
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As for gifts given by friends, Confucius refused anything other than sacrifice

meat. If no sacrifice meat, he accepted nothing even if there were horses or

carts.
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When sleeping, Confucius wasn’t as stiff and rigid as a corpse. While

staying at home, he wasn’t as overcautious as a visitor.

IR x

10-25 RFxEVE, 2R, 2. ARESEEC, EFY, LUR. NEOE
ROz, RAMED. BHEY, LEEME. AERALE.




GO ooobog* oo"oobo

@ ooo* bo"ooon

¢ booboobooboobooobog

@ ooo* b0"ooon

G)yooobgoo

(o) DO0booOo* b"obobobobooboboboobobboobooboooDooboonDo
gboobooboobooboobooboboobooboboobooboboon
oooon

7yobooboobooboboooboobooboooboooobooobooooobooooDoo

@ uoo* oroboobooobooobooon

O oobgoo

iAo i

DL, B RS, —w 2Nk W IRINATE N, Bl
K, W EEALS; ARG BEEER, WS ORI, WIS EARR W
FERE RS b, ARSI RS B0 EmBm R, — e AR

When seeing people in mourning apparel, Confucius definitely changed his
usual look into a severe one even if they were near and dear to him. When
seeing officials or blind musicians, he definitely showed respects even if they
were well acquainted with each other. While seating in a cart and seeing people
attending a funeral, he definitely bent his body to show sympathy. Seeing people

carrying inscribed wooden slips, he did the same. Attending a grand banquet,

-‘ﬁ
he definitely changed his usual countenance into a thankful look and stooMp“
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to show gratitude. When bad weather came about with sound thunders and
strong wind, he definitely showed a respectful and awesome expression to the

heaven.
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When boarding a cart, Confucius definitely stood straight first and then

grasped the supporting belt to help him climb up. In the cart, he neither peeped

here and there nor spoke aloud and gesticulated wildly.

TR X

10-27 &fH%2?, gHmEE?. B: “WRPHEEY, FEEg @ FraOz,
=BOmIE?.

T B

() 000D00000000000000

) 000000000000000000000000" 070
(3)0000000000000000

(4 00000000000000000000000000000000000
(5) 000" 0°0

() 00000000

(70000

o iE
FLFRRUE, A LIPS KO — B S SR AR L, fLT RS A2, Uk 1L B,
IHEZEFIR LRSS 7R ) e AT T, B LA OE T .

CESR::

Seeing some pheasants flying and then gathering in a tree during an outing,

Jﬁ
Confucius suddenly changed his expression and said, “These she-pheasﬂ(s
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on the hill. How lucky they are! How lucky they are!” Zi Lu bowed to the birds

cupping one hand in the other before his chest. And the birds gave out several

cries and flew away.
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Confucius said, “Anyone who learnt etiquette and music first and then
looked for official posts was a common people. Anyone who looked for official

posts first and then learnt etiquette and music was an aristocrat. If | had to



make an appointment, I’d like to choose a common people.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “People who once followed me to the countries Chen and

Cai were no longer right before my eyes.”
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The ones who were of high character and great prestige included Yan Yuan,
Min Ztujian, Ran Boniu and Zhong Gong. People who were endowed with

eloquence included Zai Wo and Zi Gong. Persons were good at politics included

Zi You and Zi Xia.
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Confucius said, “Yan Hui wasn’t a person who was helpful to me, yet never
under any circumstances was he failed to feel a heartfelt admiration for my

words.”
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Confucius said, “What a dutiful person Min Zigian is! People heard his

parents and brothers praised him and quite agree with them.”
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Nan Rong often recited the poem on white jade and Confucius married his

niece to him.
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CESR::
Ji Kangztu asked Confucius, “Among your students who loves to study?”

Confucius replied, “Yan Hui. But unfortunately he died young. There’s no more

such people.”
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Yan Yuan died. His father Yan Lu asked Confucius to sell out his cart to
make his son an outer coffin. Confucius said, “No matter capable or not, they
are all sons to their fathers. When my son Kong Li died, | didn’t sell out my
cart to make him an outer coffin because | was once a higher official “Daifu”.

It won’t do for a Daifu to go on foot.”
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CESR::
Yan Yuan died. Confucius said, “That’s really killing me! That’s really killing

mel”
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Yan Yuan died. Confucius cried. His followers said, “You’re over-sad!”

Confucius said, “Am | over-sad? If I’'m not over-sad for him, then for whom?”
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Yan Yuan died. Confucius’ students were going to entomb him grandly.
Confucius said, “This won’t do.” These students held a stately funeral for Yan
Yuan. Confucius said, “Yan Hui treated me as his father, but | couldn’t treat
him as my son. It’s not my original idea. All these things were done by my

students.”
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Ji Lu asked Confucius how to attend ghosts and spirits. Confucius said,
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and spirits?” Ji Lu said, “What’s death about?” Confucius replied, “You even

don’t know anything about life, how can you know anything about death?”
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CESR::

Min Ziqian stood by Confucius in attendance, kindly and pleasantly. Zi Lu
showed a firm and unyielding look. Ran You and Zi Gong looked kind and gentle.
Confucius was quite happy. Yet Confucius said, “People like Zhong You cannot

die a worthy death, I’'m afraid.”
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The lord of the country Lu was going to rebuild the national treasury. Min
Zigian said, “How about keeping it unchanged? What’s the need to rebuild it?”
Confucius said, “This guy seldom says a word. Yet so long as he opens his

mouth, he’ll hit home.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Why is Zhong You playing Se (a zither-like like musical
instrument) at my doorway?” Confucius’ student therefore didn’t show respect

-ﬁ
to Zi Lu. Confucius said, “Zi Lu plays quite well, only that he hasn’t bﬁﬁn
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proficient in it.”
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Zi Gong asked Confucius, “Who is better? Zi Zhang or Zi Xia?” Confucius
said, “Zi Zhang often overdoes. But Zi Xia often under-does.” Zi Gong said,

“Zi Zhang is better, then?” Confucius said, “Too much is as bad as too little.”
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Ji Shi is richer than the lord of Zhou Dynasty, but Ran Qiu still helped him

collect money so as to make him much richer than ever before. Confucius said,

“Ji Shi is no longer my student. You students can beat drum to attack him.”
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E::
Gao Chai was straightforward. Zeng Can was dull. Zhuansun Shi was

over-radical. Zhong You was rash.

IR x

11-19 FH: “BHHEEYTE, Bz BAZde, MEEYS, Z9NEH.”

Ui n

() 0DD0ODO0O000
@ 00000000
3¢)0000000
(4 000 00000000000




LY\

The Analects of Confucius

06| (IBIB) IEMR

o i
FLTBE: BRI IIL o6, W RMgs 2. SIS AR K dr, SR,
EMATN, AT

=i 3
R

Confucius said, “Yan Hui is nearly perfect, but he is often poor. Duanmu
Ci refuses to leave thing to chance and went to business. He often estimates

market situation by guess but he wins.”
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Zi Zhang asked the way to perfect himself. Confucius said, “If you don’t

march ahead along others’ tracts, then you cannot have a good comprehension

s

ljof | '('vrvf‘S}’NIedge.”
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Confucius said, “When someone compliments others on their honesty, we

should agree with him. But we should also ask whether he compliments real

gentlemen or hypocrites”
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Zi Lu asked, “Go and act on hearing?” Confucius said, “How can you go
and action when your father and brother are still living and in good health?”
Ran You asked: “Go and action on hearing?” Confucius said, “Go and action
on hearing.” Gongxi Hua said, “Zhong You asked, ‘Go and action on hearing?’
You said, ‘How can you go and action when your father and brother are still
living and in good health?” Ran Qiu also asked, ‘Go and action on hearing?’
But you said, ‘Go and action on hearing.” This makes me feel perplexed.
Would you please give me an explanation?” Confucius said, “Ran Qiu always
shrinks back so | have to encourage him. But Zhong You is quite bold, so

| have to restrain him.”
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After being pinned down in Kuang district for a long time, Yan Yuan escaped
at last. Confucius said, “l thought you must have died.” Yan Yuan said, “How

can | die while you are still living and in good health?”
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Ji Zturan asked, “Can Zhong You and Ran Qiu be considered competent
ministers?” Confucius said, “l| thought you would ask me about others. So you’re
asking me about these two guys. It seems to me that they should be considered
two stopgaps.” Ji Zturan said, “Do they obey orders absolutely or not?”
Confucius said, “If they are ordered to Kkill their fathers and the lord, they

certainly do not obey.”
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Zi Lu asked Zi Gao to be the leader of Fei district. Confucius said, “You’re
simple doing harm to him.” Zi Lu said, “There are people and lands in that
place. Serving the people and administrating the state can also be considered

studies. How can it be necessary to read books?” Confucius said, “You’re simply

using lame arguments.”
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Accompanied by Zi Lu, Zeng Zhe and Gongxi Hua, Confucius sat there
saying, “Don’t consider my age too much to be out-spoken. You often said that
no one could well understand you. If some people can well understand you

and entrust you with important work, what are you going to do?”
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er Lu said in a hurry, “If a relatively big country is sandwiched by big
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countries and suffer from outer invasion and inner famine, I’d like to govern
this country. Only within three years, | can make everyone brave and act

according to the principles of humanity.”
LS. “ R IRER?”
Confucius smiled and asked, “Ran Qiu, how about you?”

PR “O7EJLH LTy, Jokin B, R4, AR aL, 2T
LR, BB KLV

Ran Qiu replied, “If there is a place which has a circumference of ten i,
| can govern it. Only three years are needed for me to make people well-fed
and well-clothed. Yet, as for the problem of spiritual civilization, a capable man

is needed to solve it.
LT NV IRERE?
Confucius asked, “Gongxi Chi, how about you?”

WA “RABURET U, HEEY . ZA0HF, A, RIEFTHLN,
AN EL "

Gongxi Chi replied, “I don’t dare to say that | can do it well, but I’'m willing
to learn. As to sacrifice offering and foreign affairs, I’m willing to be an assistant

in ceremonial dress.”
L “E RLIRERE?”
Confucius asked, “Zeng Dian, how about you?”
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Zeng Zhe’s lute playing was coming to an end when he threw his lute onto
the ground with a bang and stood up, saying, “I’m different from these three

ones.”
FLF Ut “UR AT ARRIESRE MBI .7

Confucius said, “What does it matter to say something? It’s only a problem

of expressing their respective ideals.”

W R “BRH, FLEERNKN A LETNN, i ENBAE T, TRk
s AR RO, B E] .

Zeng Dian said, “In late March, I'd like to wear spring clothing, invite five
or six people, take six or seven kids and have a bath near the bank of Xishui,
expose myself to the wind on a high hill, and finally come back home singing

all the way.”
KT RECSE: “ PRE R 7
The master sighed with feeling and said, “l| appreciate Zeng Dian’s interest.”
A= NGEG, B R “MiT = ANrinEs?”

After these three people left, Zeng Zhe asked, “How about the remarks of

these three people?”
L7t “HRFRAEE R, ”
Confucius said, “They are just expressing their respective ideals.”
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Zeng Zhe said, “Why are you laughing at Zhong You?”
LUt “REEIHLE, MR AR, PTRASAR.

Confucius said, “If you want to govern a country, you should give up

something for the sake of courtesy. But he didn’t say anything modest, so |

laughed at him.”
W ) “ SRR IR VR 27

Zeng Zhe asked again, “Did Ran Qiu say anything about governing a

country?”
LUt B NARRBTTE LT T A i E g ?”

Confucius said, “How can you know governing a place in a circumferece

of several decades of li is not governing a country?”
WS AT AR RN i

Zeng Zhe asked again, “What Gongxi Chi said is something about

administering a country?”

LTV “HRERSNE, RREEKIRI A MBAPIRIBE SN AL, g2k
Al

Confucius said, “If sacrifice offering and foreign affairs are not big national

issues, then what are they? If Gongxi Chi is fit for an assistant only, then who

is fit for a high official?”
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Yan Yuan asked Confucius about humanity. Confucius said, “Set strict

o di lﬁ%pds on ourselves so as to make our action conform to standards of
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proprieties. This is humanity. So long as we do this way, our society will be
put on tract of humanity. It completely depends on oneself to make his action
conform to standards of humanity. How can it be that it depends on others?”
Yan Yuan said, “Would you please tell me the concrete way to do it?” Confucius
said, “As to things going against humanity, you just don’t look at, don’t listen
to, don’t speak, and don’t do.” Yan Yuan said, “I’m very simple, yet I’m willing

to do everything according to your remarks.”
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Zhong Gong asked what action can be considered humanity. Confucius said,
“Go out to manage business respectfully and seriously as meeting with
distinguished guests. Order people about as if hold grand sacrificial rites. Do
not do to others what you would not have them to do to you. Do not breed
enmity with colleagues; live in harmony at home.” Zhong Gong said, “I’m quite

simple, but I’'m willing to act according to your remarks.”
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CESR::

Sima Niu asked questions about humanity. Confucius said, “Noble-minded
people speak cautiously.” Sima Niu said, “Speaking cautiously is humanity?”
Confucius said, “Doing something is very difficult. In view of this, how can it

be advisable for us not to speak cautiously?”
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The Analects of Confucius

Sima Niu asked questions about gentlemen. Confucius said, “Gentlemen

neither worry about nor fear anything.” Sima Niu said, “Can worrying about

orfeeing noting be considered humanity?” Confucius said, “If one has nothing

on his conscience, then what in the world can make him worry about and fear

anything?”
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Sima Niu said sadly, “All others have brothers. Only | have none.” Zi Xia
said, “I heard, ‘Life and death depend on fate; riches and honors depend on
Heaven.” So long as a gentleman works selflessly making no mistakes and
treats people according to proprieties, he’ll find that all people in the world are

his friends. What’s the need for a gentleman to worry about having no friend?”
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Zi Zhang asked questions about sensibility. Confucius said, “Some slanders
are like water soaking into something secretly. Some frames are like knives
cutting skin ruthlessly. If these slanders and frames can do nothing to you, then

you can be considered a man of sensibility. And if these slanders and frames

can do nothing to you, then you can be considered a man of foresight.”

IR x

127 FoEy. FA: “BR, 2E, REZR.” FR=A: “@fEFEmE, T
gr=&ME? "8: “E&.7 FRA: “©RFEME, THIZHEM@E? " H:
“KR. BEEAREL, RELBEARIL7

iAo i

FoTl A W A PR SS . fLT U, CEMBIRNERL, FRRL, AET” T
Yoo “UWIRAGA LI —I0, A =I A e —Iieg ? 7 fJL7it: “ SR ZEZ L. ”
Forbt: “UWRAGAH LI, IAHE S PIE Lp—Iie? 7 fLFik: “ L
WEAL. ANPCRARZEIEAN, WRAUAGT, EEMAGRAET

R

Zi Gong asked how to manage government affairs. Confucius said,
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should have abundant grain, sufficient troops and people’s trust.” Zi Gong said,
“If | have to remove one of them, which one should be taken off first?” Confucius
said, “Take off sufficient troops.” Zi Gong said, “If | have to remove another
one, which one should be taken off?” Confucius said, “Take off abundant grain.
There must have people to die ever since ancient times. If you lose people’s

trust, the state will be unable to exist.”
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Ji Chengztu said, “Gentlemen should lay stress on qualities. What’s the
need to attach importance to culture?” Zi Gong said, “What a pity! As a master,
you should talk about gentlemen like this. A word once out of the lips cannot
be recovered even by swift horses. Qualities are like culture, and vice versa.

Tiger or leopard leather is just like dog or sheep leather.”
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Ai Gong, the lord of the country Lu asked You Ruo, “Our country is suffering
from financial difficulties due to the famine. What can we do?” You Ruo replied,
“Why don’t you carry out the One Tenth Tax?” Ai Gong said, “Even Two Tenth
is not enough, let alone One Tenth.” You Ruo said, “If the ordinary people are
rich, how can it be possible that you’re not rich consequently? And if the ordinary

people are poor, how can it be possible that you are rich?”
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Zi Zhang asked how to enhance moral level and distinguish between right
and wrong. Confucius said, “Taking honesty as purpose and carrying forward
justice can enhance a person’s moral level. When you love a person, you wish
he could enjoy longevity. But when you hate him, you wish he could die
immediately. Wish a person a long life and meanwhile hope he could die at
once. Wish a person a long life and at the same time hope he could die
immediately. It is that you can’t distinguish right from wrong. It is just like
what The Book of Songs said, ‘Even if it is not that you dislike the poor and

love the rich, it is at least that you love the new and dislike the old.””
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Jing Gong, the lord of the country Qi asked Confucius how to manage
government affairs. Confucius said: “A lord should be like a lord. A courtier
should be like a courtier. A father should be like a father. A son should be
like a son.” Jing Gong said, “Quite right! If a lord is not like a lord, a courtier
is not like a courtier, a father is not like a father, and a son is not like a son,

can | have something to eat even if the grain is sufficient?”
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Confucius said, “Decide a case only according to one-side story. Ma?_‘be ﬁi 1 «;
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only Zhong You can do it.”
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Confucius said, “As for trying a case, mine is identical with the way of others.
The most important thing is that we should do our best to prevent any lawsuit

cases from occurring!”
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Zi Zhang asked how to manage government affairs. Confucius said,

“Assiduously serve the people and loyally repay the country.”
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Confucius said, “Song long as keeping extensive study, observing

disciplines and abiding by the law, a gentleman can avoid going astray.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen help others achieve a desired end but do not

encourage others to do evil. But vulgarians run counter to it.”
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Ji Kangzi asked how to manage government affairs. Confucius said, “By

saying government affairs, it means that everything must be done correctly.

Since you take a lead in taking a right way, who dare not to follow you?”
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Distressed about being infested with robbers and thieves, Jin KangZi asked
Confucius how to deal with it. Confucius said, “If you yourself seek no personal

gain, no one is willing to commit theft even if you give awards to him.”

TR X

1219 FETFEBTFAFE: “wzxxE®, UsaE?, mm? ” LF88: “F
AH, BEARX? FHREMRER. BFZER, AhzEE, EFZN9,
2LEY,”

Ui n

(h) 0DOoODOoOooOoO
(000000000
(3)0000000000000000000
(4000000




The Analects of Confucius

62| (IBIB) IEMR

B i&

FREF LA BB, Ui BRI, BAarE? 7 LT B
AHEEE, WPHAE RSN ? BAUTE, AR T A N R LR,
MR T N s L, XUIRBIEE , FEA RS 5] 7
EN:

Ji Kangzi asked Confucius how to manage government affairs and said,
“If | kill evil doers to help good people, What do you think about it?” Confucius
said, “How can you manage government affairs by killing? If you want to do
good works, people will follow you. A person in high position is just like wind.

While a person in low position is just like grass. When wind blows on grass,

grass will certainly topple and fall.”
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Zi Zhang asked, “How to become illustrious and influential?” Confucius said,
“What do you mean by saying illustrious and influential?” Zi Zhang said, “Well
known both at home and abroad.” Confucius said, “This is only the problem
of being well known but not the one of being influential. By saying illustrious
and influential, we mean the moralities including being honest, just, good at
feeling somebody out by examining his words and observing his countenance,
and willing to be in low position. Only by doing so, can a person become
illustrious and influential both home and abroad. Indeed so, but some other
people can also get good reputations home and abroad by cheating who show
only superficial humanity but they are entirely different from reality and who

consider themselves to be men of integrity without a shadow of doubt.”
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Walking under the sacrificial altar in company with Confucius, Fan Chi said,
“How to enhance moral level, correct mistakes and distinguish between truth
and falsehood?” Confucius said, “An excellent question! Bear hardship first and
then enjoy comforts. It helps a person to enhance moral level, doesn’t it? Do
self- criticism but don’t criticize others. It helps a person to correct mistakes,
doesn’t it? Some people cannot endure uncomplainingly for a while and forget
the dangers he himself and his beloved are faced with. Surely it doesn’t mean

that they are not bewildered.”
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CESR::
Fan Chi asked questions about humanity. Confucius said, “Love people.”
Fan Chi asked questions about wisdom. Confucius said, “Understand people.”

Fan Chi didn’t understand. Confucius said, “Overwhelm unhealthy trend with

-‘ﬁ
healthy trend.” Coming out and saw Zi Xia, Fan Chi said, “I saw our mas
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and asked him something about wisdom. He said, ‘Overwhelm unhealthy trend
with healthy trend.” What does it mean?” Zi Xia said, “Extremely profound! When
administering his state, Yao selected persons of talent from among the broad
masses. Gao Yao was chosen and evil doers disappeared. When administering
his state, Tang selected persons of talent from among the broad masses. Yi

Yin was chosen and vulgarians disappeared.”
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Zi Gong asked the way to treat friends. Confucius said, “Honestly advise
and probably guide them. If they don’t listen to you, just leave it at that and

don’t get self-insulted.”
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Zeng Zi said, “Gentlemen make friends with knowledge and better their

own qualities with the help of friends.”
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Zi Lu asked the way to manage government affairs. Confucius said, “Go
ahead of your men and encourage others to be diligent.” Zi Lu asked his master

to say more. Confucius said, “Don’t be slacking.”
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As a manager of Ji, Zhong Gong asked how to manage government affairs.
Confucius said, “Let each subordinate of yours take charge of his own job, bear
with miner faults and promote talents.” Zhong Gong asked, “How to know who

is a real talent?” Confucius said, “Promote whoever you know. As to the talents

you don’t know, surely it doesn’t mean that they will be stifled.”
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Zi Lu asked Confucius, “If the lord of the country Wei is waiting for you
to help him manage political affairs, what will you set about?” Confucius said,
“I’l make everything fully justified first.” Zi Lu said, “Is it? | think you’re a bit
too pedantic. What’s the use to make things full justified first?” Confucius said,
“But your idea is rather superficial. General speaking, as for what they don’t
understand, gentlemen usually reserve their views. If you don’t make thif\gs : “"g

v,

fully justified first, what you say will be unreasonable. If so, you’ll accompl
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nothing. If so, you’ll be unable to make laws take root in the heart of the people.
If so, penalty will be unfair. And if so, the people won’t know what to do. So,
whatever they do, gentlemen must make them reasonable. And whatever they

say, they make them workable. When speaking, gentlemen mustn’t be

careless.”
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Fan Chi asked Confucius how to grow crops. Confucius said, “I’'m not so
good as farmers.” Fan Chi asked how to grown vegetable. Confucius said, “I’m
inferior to gardeners.” Fan Chi left and Confucius said, “Fan Chi is really as
short-sighted as mice. So long as the leaders observe law and discipline, the
people won’t dare not to stand in awe of them. So long as the leaders stand
for justice, the people won’t dare not to follow you. So long as the leaders pay
much attention to honesty, people won’t dare not to treat you wholeheartedly.

-‘ﬁ
If so, the people will come to you from afar and near supporting the old and

3
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carrying the young. What’s the need for them to till land?”
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Confucius said, “If someone is asked to manage government affairs but
he cannot do it, if he is asked to deal with social activity but he cannot

accomplish the task alone, then what’s the use even if he can skillfully recite

the 300 poems of The Book of Odes?”
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Confucius said, “So long as the leaders behave well, the people will follow
you even if no orders are issued. Otherwise, the people won’t follow you even

if orders are given.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “The government affairs between the two states of Lu and

Wei are just like that between brothers.”
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Talking about Jing, prince of the country Wei, Confucius said, “He’s good
at managing family money matters. When there is a little bit of money at the
beginning, he would say: ‘That’s enough.” When there is a little bit more, he
would say: ‘There is more money.” When there is much money, he would say:

‘It’s nearly perfect.””
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Confucius went to the country Wei. Ran You drove the cart for him.

Confucius said, “There are so many people!” Ran You said, “This country has

enough people. What else has to be done?” Confucius said, “Make them né?. 72
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Ran You said, “What else has to be done after getting rich?” Confucius said,

“Make them educated.”
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Confucius said, “If someone starts using me, initial success will be won

and a marked effect will be won.”
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Confucius said, “If a country is administered by capable men, it’ll spend
a hundred years to surmount brutality and avoid killing. What wonderful

remarks!”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Thirty years are needed to realize administration by policy

of benevolence even if a king turns up.”
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Confucius said, “What difficulties will crop up if you behave well? How can

you ask others to behave well if you cannot set right your behavior?”
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Ran Zi came back from the court. Confucius said, “Why are you so late?”
Ran Qiu said, “We had government affairs to manage.” Confucius said, “I think
they must be personal affairs. If they are government affairs, I’ll know even

if the lord has no longer assigned me to any posts.”
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Duke Lord Ding asked, “Only one single address can make a country
flourishing. Are there any words like this?” Confucius said, “Although we cannot
say this way, yet there are similar words. People say, ‘It’'s hard to be a lord
and it’s not easy to be a courtier.’ If the lord knows the difficulty to be a lord,

isn’t it similar to the case that only one single word can make a country .|

W
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Are there any words like this?” Confucius said, “Although we cannot say this
way, yet there are similar words. Some lords say, ‘My pleasure doesn’t lie in
being a lord but lie in that no one dare disobey my words.’ If their words are
correct, it’s not so bad. Yet, if their words are wrong but no one dare resist,
isn’t similar to the case that only single aderess single word can make a country

destroyed?”




4

b T |28

IR x

1316 M2ARE. FH: “AHR, EHER.”

D=
HARALT ERESEE, AL “ABEA A, A AN,

Mr. Ye asked how to manage government affairs. Confucius said, “Make
the people nearby happy and make the people far away come and give

allegiance to you.”
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Confucius said, “Do not pursue speed only; do not seek small gains. If you

pursue speed only, usually you cannot attain your objective. If you seek small

gains, then you cannot do great things.”
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Mr. Ye said to Confucius, “There is an honest man in my hometown. His
father stole a goat and he informed against his father.” Confucius said, “The
honest men in my hometown are different to the ones in your hometown. Fathers

conceal sons’ mistakes and vice versa. The secrets of honesty are right here.”
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CESR::
Fan Chi asked about humanity. Confucius said, “Behave yourself properly
at home and outside do things carefully and treat people honestly. You mustn’t

abandon these principles even you go abroad.”
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Zi Gong asked, “How can | be a man of integrity?” Confucius said, “You

should have a sense of shame when you do something. You shot
()
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accomplish your mission when you go abroad for state visit. By doing this way,
you can be a man of integrity.” Zi Gong asked, “How about a man of second
rank?” Confucius said, “Clansmen praise him for his filial devotion to his parents
and respect for his teachers.” Zi Gong asked, “How about the next rank?”
Confucius said, “Put words into deeds. Stubbornly hold to one’s own opinion
without asking right or wrong. They are naturally narrow-minded vulgarians. If
they can be considered men of integrity, naturally they should be the last rank.”
Zi Gong asked, “How about today’s officials? Confucius said, “Oh, these

narrow-minded persons! How can they be considered men of integrity?”
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Confucius said, “I cannot find and associate with persons who worship the
doctrine of the mean. Therefore | have to associate with frantic persons and
cowards. Frantic person dare to do, but cowards often shrink back. There are

something they don’t want to do.”
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Confucius said, “The southerners have a common saying: ‘Without being

perseverant, no one can be a witch doctor.” What a wonderful remark! But
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subjected to humiliation.” These words tell us that without being perseverant,

one is doomed to get nowhere. It’s no use even if he resorts to fortune-telling.”

TR X
1323 FH: “EFH"WMFR?, NARWAF,”

Ui »

O boboboboboo
@ ubboobooobbooboobbon

A i
LUl B TMEEML AT AT, DN AR . ”

=i 3
R
Confucius said, “Gentlemen live in harmony with others but don’t wallow

in the mire with others. Yet vulgarians do exactly the opposite.”
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Zi Gong asked, “As for a person, if all people in the town love him, how
about him?” Confucius said, “It’s hard to say.” Zi Gong asked, “As far as a
person is concerned, if all people in the town detest him, how about him?”
Confucius said, “It’s hard to say. | think the best person is a one who is loved

by all good people in the town and detested by all bad people in the town.”
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Confucius said, “It’s easy to manage affairs for gentlemen, but it’s hard
to make them happy. If you want to make them happy in crooked ways, they
cannot be happy. But they employ persons according to their ability. It’s hard
to manage affairs for vulgarians, but it’s easy to make them happy. If you want
to make them happy in crooked way, they can be happy. But when they employ

persons, they demand perfection.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen are calm but not arrogant, yet vulgarians are

arrogant but not calm.”
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CESR::
Confucius said, “Resolution, braveness, honesty and taciturnity. These four

fine qualities are near humanity.”

R

13-28 TFEE: “MMHFABZLR? 7 FB: “PYMEED, tata®umd, 78
TR, BREVIMEE, ZBERE.7

BN -

(H) B, O“ O"000000000
@ 0000 0’0000000000000

A i
TR “CEREATTHON LY 7 AL R NB R, AR, RTRR
o AT BT A IR, 2 T A AT Ak

Zi Lu asked, “How to become a man of integrity?” Confucius said, “Honestly
encourage others and live in amity with others. Such persons can be considered

men of integrity.”
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Confucius said, “So long as people are trained by a capable man, it only

takes seven years that they can join the army.”
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Confucius said, “Not to train people to fight means to abandon them.”
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Yuan Xian asked about shame. Confucius said, “When there is a great order
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when there is a disorder under heaven, you are shameful.” Yuan Xian asked
once more, “Loving to excel others, self-praising, resentment, greediness, if a
person doesn’t have any of these shortcomings, can it be said that his quality
is up to the standards of humanity?” Confucius said, “It’s rare for a person to
be up to this standard. But | don’t know whether this can be considered humanity

or not.”
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Confucius said, “If a gentleman is reluctant to leave home, he cannot be

a gentleman.”
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Confucius said, “In case of great order across the land, your action and
words should be honest, while in case of disorder under heaven, your action

and words should still be honest, yet you should be modest and amiable.”
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Confucius said, “A person with fine characters must necessarily have fine

&
words, yet the one with fine words is not necessarily of fine characters. A person A‘i, ?@
4N k |
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with feelings of humanity must be brave, yet a brave person is not necessarily

be of feelings of humanity.”
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Nangong Kuo asked Confucius, “Yi was good at arrow-shooting, and Ao

was good at fighting in water. Yet neither of them died decent. Yu and Ji were




reply. After Nangong Kuo left, Confucius said, “He is really a gentleman! He

worships virtues indeed.”

TR X
14-6 FH. “BFMACEERE, KENAT-EH.”

e i
AT “HERCEIRT, BRI,

CESR::
Confucius said, “There are only gentlemen without feelings of humanity,

but no vulgarians with feelings of humanity.”

IR x

14-7 FE: “Bz. #2%F? BE, £2EF? "

A i
L7t “Z DN, REEANMERSTS? BTN, IREEAZERG? 7

Confucius said, “If you love a person, is it possible for you not to work

ﬂ
hard for him? If you are honest to a person, is it possible for you not to instﬁg :
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him?”
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Confucius said, “When issuing official documents, the common procedure is
like this: Bi Chen made a draft; Shi Shu put forward his proposals; Zi Yu, official
in charge of foreign affairs, proposed amendments and addenda; and Zi Chan did

the final polishing up.”
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Someone asked about Zi Chan. Confucius said, “This man is really of
integrity.” This man asked about Zi Xi. Confucius said, “That guy! That guy!”
That man asked about Guan Zhong. Confucius said, “He is really of ability.
He deprived Bo family of their feoff but he never claimed credit for himself and
became conceited. He had long been living a hard life without any complains

till the end of his life.”
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Confucius said, “It’s difficult for a person to be poor but bear no resentment.

It’s easy for a person to be rich but not to be arrogant.”
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Confucius said, “It’'s more than enough for Meng Gongchuo to be a manager

in the two families of Zhao and Wei, but it’s not advisable for him to be a minister
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D
Zi Lu asked how can be a perfect man. Confucius said, “A person of the
wisdom of Zang Wuchong, the restraint of Meng Gongchuo, the courage of Bian

Zhuangzi, the skills of Ran Qiu and a good comprehension of proprieties and

music can be considered a perfect man.” Confucius said again, “But the present
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when facing benefits, can act regardless of his safety when facing danger, can
remember his previous promises when having long been in dire necessity, they

can be considered perfect men.”

IR =

1413 FELRXFOFAMAEDE: “EF, XFOFE, %, FWE? 7 2
PEME: “UOSEDH. XFHARS, ATRES: FARR, AR
RER: NHRR, ARRER.” FH: “H#A? SEAF? 7

Ui =

(D) AFzF: TERRAIK, TMAZF. @5 “X7s
Q) AT BARFT, TE A,

() £F: XFH/HARXT.

4) VL. dAbE AT WEE,

o i

LT A B AP IEOL: AT AR AR, Z2EAE? 7 A
OXAGPRE K T o VLR AU, AT A RA s PRARIS A, AT AN R At )
s A, AATA A RAB I E . L7k “ORIXAE 2 X XA g ? 7

R
Confucius asked Gongming Gu about Gongshu WenZi, “He doesn’t speak,
doesn’t smile and doesn’t take anything. Really?” Gongming Gu said, “Whoever

told you this carried it too far. He speaks only when necessary, smiles only

Y i @.,\A_,gh ‘ry)’pappy and take something only when he should so that people don’t




detest him.” Confucius said, “Is it like this? Is it really like this?”
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Confucius said, “Zang Wuchong wanted to withdraw from his fief and then
took it as a condition for him to ask the lord of the country Lu to confirm social
position for the future generations of Zang family. Some people didn’t consider
his action as putting pressure on the lord of the country Lu. But | don’t think

$0.”
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Confucius said, “Jin Wen Gong was fraudulent but not honest and upright.

Qi Huan Gong was honest and upright but not fraudulent.”
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Zi Lu said, “Huan Gong killed his brother Gongztu Jiu, Zhao Hu died a
martyr, but Guan Zhong didn’t commit suicide. Guan Zhong should not be
considered a man of humanity, should he?” Confucius said, “Huan Gong called
dukes and princes under his regime to handle problems according to the
principle of reaching unanimity through consultation instead of arms. It was well
done only because Guan Zhong had secretly exerted his efforts. This is the

humanity of Guan Zhong. This is the humanity of Guan Zhong.”
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Zi Gong asked, “Guan Zhong should not be considered a man of humanity,
should he? Huan Gong killed his own brother Gongztu Jiu. He didn’t sacrifice
his life for Gongztu Jiu and worse of all he became Huan Gong’s premier
instead.” Confucius said, “Guan Zhong helped Huan Gong unify the whole
country by lording it over dukes and princes under his regime. It is only because
of this that our people are still enjoying his favor even now. Without Guan Zhong,
I’m afraid we would be still suffering from foreign invasion. So, how can we ask
Guan Zhong to commit suicide secretly in the wild just like an ordinary people

who rigidly adheres to trivial matters only?”
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Gongshu WenZi recommended his manager to be a minister who was on

an equal footing with him. Heard this, Confucius said, “Gongshu WenZi can

be considered a gentleman.”
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Confucius talked about Wei Ling Gong’s incompetence. Ji KangZi said,
“Why could he avert collapse now that the case was like this?” Confucius said,
“He had Zhongshu Yu in charge of guest-reception, Zhu Tuo in charge of
sacrifice affairs and Wangsun Gu in charge of military. In this case, how could

he collapse?”

IR x

14-20 FH: “HEZFMED, MAHzh.”

T B
VE. 3 B, BT E E R

o i
LUt NS KRG A, SLIE ST




The Analects of Confucius

oag| (ILIB) IR

him promise.”
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Chen ChengZi killed Qi Jian Gong. After bath, Confucius had an audience
with the lord of Lord Ai of Lu and made a report, “Chen Heng killed his lord.
Please send out troops to suppress him.” Ai Gong said, “Make a report to the
three ministers.” Confucius said, “| was once a minister so | don’t dare not
to make a report to you. But you should say ‘make a report to the three
ministers’!” Confucius had to make a report to these three ministers but they
didn’t agree to send out troops to suppress Chen Heng. Confucius said, “I was

once a minister so | don’t dare not to make a report to you.”




(IRIB) R A
The Analects of Confucius ‘-éf‘ﬁ@%

R

250

Ilﬁ X
14 .22 FREEE. FH: “Ot, mMIEz.”

o i
TEMEAEFHER . LUt CORNREIK IR, (H AT DU .




251

Zi Lu asked how to serve a lord. Confucius said, “You can’t cheat him but

you can advise him outspokenly without worrying that you may angry him.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen seek noble things but vulgarians seek vulgar

thing.”
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Confucius said, “Ancient people study to enhance themselves but present

people study for show.”
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Qu Boyu sent an envoy to visit Confucius. Confucius let the envoy sit down
and asked, “What has Mr. Qu been doing?” The envoy replied, “He wants to
reduce his mistakes, but he failed.” The envoy left and Confucius said, “What

a nice envoy! What a nice envoy!”
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Confucius said, “Without being in the position, just don’t think anything

related to the position.” Zeng Zi said, “Whenever considering something, a

gentleman never oversteps his authority.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen think it shameful to say something but do

nothing.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen’s doctrines include three points which | have
realized: a man of humanity never worries anything; a wise man is never
perplexed; a brave man never fears anything.” Zi Gong said, “This is just a

self-explanation of yours.”
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R
Zi Gong commented others’ shortcomings. Confucius said, “Ci, are you

really nice enough? | have no time to comment others.”
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Confucius said, “Don’t be afraid that no one understands you. The only

thing we should worry about is that you are not capable.”

IR x




14 - 31 FH: «Z;i%iiﬁ(l), Z;1Z(2);f;1—‘§—’ Myrsem, BRE”

iE R
(1) #: . FEEM,
() f2: B ", WM. Fla “RA”, ERFEM kL KT ORI M.

o i
LUt X TR ABRIRVERTE S, AR EH R BRI, 2S5 S i gk
AITEMN, XA ZEN”

D
Confucius said, “Some people know others’ cheat and lie by detecting but

not by suspecting and guessing. Such people can be considered worthy.”
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Wei Shengmu said to Confucius, “Kong Qiu, why are you so busy running
about and peddling your ideas? You just want to show off your eloquence, do
you?” Confucius said, “| don’t want to show off my eloquence. The reason for

me to do this is that | hate the social inveterate illness.”
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Confucius said, “As for winged-steeds, what people praise is not their

strength but their morality.”
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“If according to your point of view, what should we return for good? | think that

we should return honesty for evil, return good for good.”
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Confucius said, “No one knows me well!” Zi Gong said, “How can you say
no one knows you well?” Confucius said, “I’ve learned some ordinary knowledge

and have understood some profound truth.”
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Gongbo Liao spoke ill of Zi Lu to Ji Sun. Zifu Jingbo told this matter to
Confucius and said, “Ji Sun has been misled by Gongbo Liao’s slander. | have
the ability to kill him and make his body displayed in the street.” Confucius
said, “If a just cause can be carried out, it depends on luck; if it cannot be
carried out, it also depends on luck. How can Gongbo Liao do anything about

luck?”
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Confucius said, “People of integrity escape from four aspects including dark
society, turbulent area, despising eyes, and vicious slanders.” Confucius said

again, “There have already been seven people who can do this.”
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Zi Lu stayed overnight at Shi Men. The door-man asked, “Where are you
from?” Zi Lu said, “From Confucius.” The door-man said, “Is that the man who

clearly knows he cannot do but just do it?”
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a basket on his back passed and said, “The chime stone striker really sets his
mind on it!” But after a while he said, “This sound is really vulgar, isn’t it? It
doesn’t matter that no one can understand you. So long as you can maintain
personal integrity during chaotic times, it’s all right. This is just like crossing
a river. If the water is deep, you just wade across it with your clothing on. And
if shallow, you just wade across it with your hand holding up the hem of your
jacket.” Confucius said, “What he said is really straightforward. | cannot blame

him for anything.”
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Zi Zhang said, “The Book Shang Shu said, ‘In Shang Dynasty, the lord Gao
Zong did nothing about government affairs for three years during funeral period.’
What does it mean?” Confucius said, “No only Gao Zong, but all ancient people

faithfully adhered to this principle. If a lord died, all officials obeyed orders by

the premier and stayed at their respective posts.”
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Confucius said, “If leaders worship moral standards, the masses are easy

to lead.”
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Zi Lu asked about gentlemen. Confucius said, “Raise your own moral level
and keep a respectful and attentive attitude at any time and anywhere.” Zi Lu
said, “Is this enough?” Confucius said, “Raise your own moral level and make
others to live easily and comfortably.” Zi Lu asked, “Is this enough?” Confucius
said, “Raise your own moral level and make the masses to live and work in
peace. Raise your own moral level and make the masses live and work in peace.

It’s too difficult even for Yao and Shun to come up to this standard, isn’t it?”
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With his legs stretching casually, Yuan Rang was waiting for Confucius.
Confucius scolded him, “When you were young, you showed no civility to anyone.
When you became a grown man, you had nothing accomplished. When you

are old now, you don’t die. What a pest you are!”
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A boy in Que Li came to sent words to Confucius. Someone asked
Confucius, “Is this a boy who seeks to make progress?” Confucius said, “| saw

him sitting and walking together with elders. He is not a boy who seeks to make

progress, but a one who is impatient for success.”
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Ling Gong, the lord of the country Wei, asked Confucius about the battle
array. Confucius replied, “As for sacrificial rites, I’'ve heard something but I’ve
never learned anything about troops commanding and battle fighting.”

Confucius left the country Wei the next day.
d %
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When Confucius and his students had run out of food in the country Chen,
his students were too hungry to walk. Zi Lu complained, “Could it be said that
gentlemen also have days when they are poverty-stricken and frustrated?”
Confucius said, “Sometimes gentlemen may be very poor but they can hold
to their high aspirations in spite of poverty. Yet once vulgarians become poor,

they will abandon themselves to despair.”
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Confucius said, “Zi Gong, do you think that | can remember what I’ve learnt
just because I've studied more?” Zi Gong replied, “Yes | do. But could it be

said that it isn’t like this?” Confucius said, “No. It is because that so long as

I’ve learnt something | would put it into practice from beginning to end.”
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Confucius said, “You, there are too little people who can well comprehend

virtue.”
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Confucius said, “Probably it’s only the lord Shun who can well govern his
country by doing nothing, isn’t it? What did he do? The only thing he did was

to sit solemnly and uprightly in his throne.”
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Zi Zhang asked Confucius about proper behavior. Confucius said, “What
is said must be done and what is done must be honest. So long as you follow
this principle, all business of yours will be fine even if you go to remote areas.
Or nothing of yours will be going smoothly even in your hometown, won't it?
When you stand, the word ‘honesty’ seems to clearly appear in front of you;
while you sit in a cart, this word seems to be carved on the shaft. If so, all

your business will be doing well.” Hearing this, Zi Zhang put these words on

his waist belt.
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Confucius said, “How honesty Shi Yu was! When a healthy political
atmosphere prevailed in his country, he was upright as an arrow and when an
unhealthy political atmosphere prevailed in his country, he was also upright as
an arrow. What a gentleman Ju Boyu was! When a healthy political trend
prevailed in his country he came out to be an official but when an unhealthy

political trend prevailed in his country he secluded him from society.”

3 .
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Confucius said, “If you can speak to a person but you don’t do it then you
will lose a friend; yet if you cannot speak to a person but you do it, then you
will make a mistake. As for a man of wisdom, he neither loses friends nor makes

mistakes.”
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Confucius said, “There is no person of integrity who clings to life and fears
death so that to harm humanity. There are only persons of integrity who are

willing to die for a just cause.”
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Zi Gong asked about humanity. Confucius said, “If a worker wants to do
a good job, he must sharpen his tools first. Living in this country, you must

follow the persons of integrity among scholar-bureaucrats and associate with

the persons of humanity among intellectuals.”
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Yan Yuan asked how to govern a country. Confucius said, “Use Xia
Dynasty’s calendar, take Yin Dynasty’s carts, wear Zhou Dynasty’ hats, play
Shao music, forbid music of the country Zhen, to be estranged from persons

with glib tongues. The music of the country Zhen is decadent and vulgarians

are too dangerous.”
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Confucius said, “One with no foresight will have to face imminent dangers.”
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Confucius said, “This society is finished! I’ve never seen a man who loves

morality as much as he loves beauty.”
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Confucius said, “Zang Wenzhong was a person who unjustly occupied a

high position, isn’t he? He knew well that Liu Xiahui was a person of integrity

but he refused to recommend him as a higher official.”
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Confucius said, “So long as you are strict with yourself and lenient to others

you can stay far away from resentment.”
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Confucius said, “Some people always say ‘What can | do? What can | do?’
when they have something to do. To these people, | also don’t know ‘What

can | do’.”
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Confucius said, “Some people like to gather, but their words fail to convey

their idea and worse of all, they like to show off their cleverness. It’s rather

difficult to discipline them.”
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Confucius said, “Uphold justice, observe discipline and abide by the law,
speak modestly, be trustworthy in word and resolute in deed. Anyone up to

this standard is a gentleman!”
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Confucius said, “A gentleman is only afraid he isn’t capable but don’t be

afraid no one well knows him.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen are afraid that their names will not be praised

after their death.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen ask for help from their own, while vulgarians from

others.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen bear themselves dignifiedly and get into no
dispute with others; they unite with others but don’t form cliques to pursue

selfish interests.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen neither recommend anyone because of his




character.”
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Ztu Gong asked, “Is there any single word which we can follow the whole
life?” Confucius said, “That’s the word ‘forgive’! Do not do to others what you

would not have them do to you.”
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Confucius said, “As for others, is there anyone | once defamed? Is there
anyone | once praised? If there is anyone | once praised, he must be the one

| once put to my test. All people in the three dynasties of Xia, Shang and Zhou

behaved like this so they could be fair and square in handling affairs.”
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Confucius said, “I can still find historic books lack of something concerning
outstanding questions. Some people have horses but they’re willing to lend

them to others. Such case doesn’t exist any longer.”
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Confucius said, “Honeyed words can make people demoralized. If a person

cannot restrain himself when handling small things, he will spoil great things.”
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Confucius said, “I must investigate whatever people like and | must

investigate whatever people dislike too.”
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Confucius said, “It is human that carry forward and further develop Dao

but it is not Dao that enhances people’s ability.”
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Confucius said, “If a person has made mistakes but he refuses to correct

them, this is really a mistake.”
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Confucius said, “l once ate nothing all day long and didn’t sleep through

the night constantly thinking over and over again. Since it was useless I’d better

make the best use of my time to study.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen seek only strategy to govern a country but
not way to eke out a living. Sometimes even farming cannot avoid hunger.
But study can help a person win exalted position and handsome pay.

Therefore gentlemen worry only about being unable to well master strategy




of country-governing but not poverty.”
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Confucius said, “You can win people by wisdom, but you cannot keep them
only by humanity. Or else you will lose them though you have won them. Yet,
if you cannot administer them seriously you still cannot win people’s respect
even you can win people by wisdom and keep them by humanity. If you cannot
mobilize them according to proprieties it cannot be thought perfect even you
can win people by wisdom, keep them by humanity and administer them

seriously.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen cannot be appointed to minor assignments but

can be commissioned major tasks; and vulgarians cannot be designated to

major tasks but can be appointed to trifles.”
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Confucius said, “People need humanity more eagerly than need water and
fire. I've seen people died after falling into water or fire but haven’t seen

anybody who died because of showing humanity.”
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Confucius said, “As for the problem of humanity, we shouldn’t modestly

yield precedence even to a teacher.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen must keep their promises about big things but

unnecessary about trifles.”
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then consider reward.”
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Confucius said, “Everyone is equal in education.”
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Confucius said, “Have nothing to say to anyone who doesn’t share your

opinions.”
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Confucius said, “So long as you can make yourself clear, that’s fine.”
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Musician Mian came to see Confucius. Stepping up to front of steps,
Confucius said, “This is a step.” Coming to front of a mat seat, Confucius said,
“This is a mat” After sitting down, Confucius said, “Mr. so and so sits here.
Mr. so and so sits there.” After the musician left, Ztu Zhang asked Confucius,
“Is this the way you speak to musicians?” Confucius said, “This is the way to

help musicians.”
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Ji Shi was going to attack Zhuan Yu. Ran You and Ji Lu came to Confucius
and said, “Ji Shi was going to make an assault on Zhuan Yu.” Confucius said,
“Ran Qiu, is this your fault? Zhuan Yu was once the sponsor to offer sacrifices
to Mount Dongmeng and it is located within the country Lu. Since it is a part

of Lu, what’s the reason for him to attack it?” Ran You said, “It is Ji Shi that

wants to attack Zhuan Yu but we two don’t agree with him.” Confucius said,
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take the relative responsibilities. Or else, you should resign.” When persons
are in danger, you don’t show any support; when persons fall down, you don’t
lend them a helping hand, then what’s the use to have assistants like you?
Worse of all, what you said is wrong. If a she-rhinoceros runs out of a cage
and a turtle-jade is destroyed within a box, then whose fault is it?” Ran You
said, “Now Zhuan Yu enjoys strong city walls and is located very near to Fei
City. If we don’t attack it now I’m afraid that endless troubles will be left over
to our future generations.” Confucius said, “Ran Qiu, gentlemen hate people
who don’t say they want to do something but try their best to justify their conduct
instead. | heard that people who have their own countries and families are not
afraid of lacking money but afraid of unequal, not afraid of poverty but afraid
of unrest. The reason is that so long as there is equality there will not be poverty.
If people live in amity with others they won’t feel the sparseness of population
and if they live in peace they won’t meet with any dangers. Then you can solicit
people from far away with humanity who refuses to give in. And you can pacify
them after their arrival. As two assistants to Ji Shi now, yet you cannot solicit

1, people from far away who refuse to give in. When your country is on the verge




of collapse, you can do nothing to save it but instead you should want to resort
to force. I’m afraid that the danger of Ji lies just in yourself but not in Zhuan

Yu.”
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Confucius said, “When there is a great order across the land, the real power
lies surely in the central authority; when there is a great disorder under heaven,
the real power lies certainly in local authorities. When real power lies in
authorities of provincial level, the great order across the land can be kept ten

generations at most. If the real power lies in authorities of provincial level more

7 N

than ten generations, nearly no countries can avoid being destroyed. If
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real power lies in authorities of prefecture level, the great order across the
land can be kept five generations at most. If the real power lies in authorities
of prefecture lvel more than five generations, nearly no countries can avoid
being destroyed. If the real power lies in authorities of county level, the great
order can be kept three generations at most. If the real power lies in authorities
of county level more than three generations, nearly no counties can avoid
being destroyed. If there is a great order across the land, the real power
certainly does not lie in local authorities. And if there is a great order under

heaven, people do not complain their society at all. ”
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Confucius said, “The central authority of the country Lu has lost its real
power for five generations. And the real power has fallen into the provincial

authority for four generations. Therefore the posterity of the three Heng’s

families has fallen into decay.”
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Confucius said, “There are three categories of good friends and th
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categories of bad ones, too. It’s good for you to make friends with
straightforward people, honest people and experienced and learned people. It’s
harmful to make friends with people who take crooked ways, who fawn on others

and who are smooth-tongued.”
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Confucius said, “There are three sorts of helpful likings, and there are also
three sorts of harmful likings. Liking to adjust oneself with proprieties and music,

liking to praise others’ strong points, liking to make many friends with persons

i ,#,Q\“ w 1



of integrity, they are helpful; liking to wallow in luxury and pleasure, liking to

live in idleness, liking to be spendthrift in feasting are harmful.”
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Confucius said, “When you keep a gentleman company, there are three
faults you should pay attention to: speak when you shouldn’t, this is called
‘being impatient’; do not speak when you should do, this is called “concealing’;
speak without adapting yourself to the look in his eyes, this is called ‘being

blind’.”

IR x




The Analects of Confucius

31g| (IBiB) IEMR

16 -7 7L¥H: “BEFH=M: Lz, MEKRE, MziEE: kHEtt#, IS5H
W, Mzt REZH, MSBER, MZES.”

A i
LTV “HBFAH MRS RERR: R, SR AA, B Ak, AR, MmA
EHE, BEac&f, 20, e, Emadk.”

R

Confucius said, “There are three bad habits for gentlemen to give up: when
young, they are short of sap, so they must give up being addicted to sex; when
grown up, they are full of sap, so they must give up fighting; when old, they

are feeble in sap, so they must give up greed.”
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Confucius said, “There are three things which gentlemen should highly

e§te’e‘;n, namely, Mother Nature, VIP and words of sages. Vulgarians don’t
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understand law of nature and therefore they don’t highly esteem Mother Nature

and VIP and don’t treat words of sages seriously either.”
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Confucius said, “A man who is born with knowledge is grade A; a man
knows something through study is grade B; a man who starts to study after
meeting with difficulties is grade C; a man who refuses to study even after

meeting with difficulties is grade D.”
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Confucius said, “Gentlemen have nine things to consider about carefully:
when looking, they should consider whether the see clearly; when listening, they
should consider whether they hear clearly; when examining self-expression,
they should consider whether it is mild and refined; when scrutinizing
self-appearance, they should consider whether it is decorous; when speaking,
they should consider whether they are honesty; when managing business, they
should consider whether they are diligent; when doubting, they should consider
whether they should seek advice; when being angry, they should consider
whether there is any future trouble; when making profits, they should consider

whether it is reasonable.”
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Confucius said, “When seeing others doing good works, a man would feel
that he is not so good as the good-work doers; when seeing others doing evil,
a man would avoid them immediately as if he puts his hand into boiled water
and draw out at once. | have seen this kind of people and also heard of this
sort of words. A man keeps his ideals by living a secluded life and realizes
his dreams by upholding justice. | have heard of such words but have not seen

such people.”
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Qi Jing Gong had 4,000 horses but people did not think he had any virtue
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worthy praising on the very day when he died. Bo Yi and Shu Qi died of hur?i\e
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in Mt. Shouyang but they have long been being praised even up to now. What

people like to talk about is probably this story, isn’t it?
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master?” Boyu replied, “No. One day, he was standing alone in the hall and
| pass quickly. He said to me, ‘Have you studied The Book of Odes?’ | replied,
‘No.” He said, ‘If you don’t study The Book of Odes, you won’t know how to
speak.” After turning back, | began to study The Book of Odes. Another day,
he was standing alone in the hall and | pass quickly. He said to me, ‘Have
you studied proprieties?’ | replied, ‘No.’ He said, ‘If you don’t study proprieties,
you won’t know how to find a foothold in society.” After turning back, | began
to study proprieties. Only twice have | ever heard his instructions.” Back of home,
Chen Gang was very happy and said, “l only asked one question but | learned
three things: firstly, | heard of the function of The Book of Odes; secondly, |
heard of the function of proprieties; thirdly, | heard of a gentleman’s virtue about

having no preference for his own son.”
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As for the wife of a lord, the lord calls her madam, but the wife calls herself

little kid; people call her the wife of the lord and before foreigners call her the

little wife of the lord; and the foreigners call her the wife of the lord.
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Yang Huo wanted to visit Confucius but Confucius refused. He gave
Confucius a roasted sucking pig aiming to force Confucius to visit him
expressing gratitude. Confucius deliberately went to visit him when Yang Huo
was out but unexpectedly he met with him on the way. Yang Huo said to
Confucius, “Come on! | have something to talk with you.” Confucius stepped
up and Yang Huo said, “You’re a man of ability but you live a secluded life
and let the coutry suffer from a great disorder. Can it be called humanity?”
Confucius said, “No.” Yang Huo said continuously, “You always want to do
big things but you have missed chances again and again. Can it be called
wisdom?” Confucius said, “No.” Yang Huo said, “Time passed day by day.
Age doesn’t wait for anyone.” Confucius said, “All right. I’ll be out and seek

a post then.”
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Confucius said, “All people’s nature is nearly the same, but their habits

can be quite differenct.”
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Confucius said, “It is the wise men of upper class and the stupid men of

grass-root class that cannot be changed.”
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Confucius came to Wu Cheng City and heard the sound interspersed with
singning and accompanied with plucked instruments. Smiling, Confucius said,
“ What’s the necessacity to kill a chicken with a butcher’ knife for ox-killing?”
Ztu You replied, “Before | once heard you say, ‘After learning propieties and
music, gentlemen will love people; after learning propieties and music,
vulgarians will be easily incited.”” Confucius said, “My dear student, what Yan

Yan said is correct. And what | said just now is only for fun.”
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Taking Fei County as a stronghold, Gongshan Furao rose in rebellion and
invited Confucius. Confucius wanted to go. Zi Lu said unhappily, “If there is
nowhere for you to go, let it go at that. What’s the need to accept the invitation
of Gongshan Furao?” Confucius said, “Could it be said that there is no reason
for him to invite me? If someone wants to use me, surely it doesn’t mean that

| cannot rebuild a new Zhou Dynasty in the east.”
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Zi Zhang asked Confucius about humanity. Confucius said, “If you can do
five things then you can be considered man of humanity.” Zi Zhang said, “What
are they?” Confucius said, “Seriousness, generosity, honesty, diligence and
kindness. Seriousness can help you avoid being insulted; generosity can help
you win supports of the people; honesty can help you win important positions;
diligence can help you to be crowned with success; kindness can help you

properly use persons of talent.”
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Bi Xi invited Confucius and he wanted to go. But Zi Lu said, “I heard you
said before, ‘Gentlemen don’t go to persons who do bad things personally.’
Now Bi Xi takes Zhong Mou as a stronghold and has risen in rebellion. But
you want to go there. How can you explain it?” Confucius said, “Yes, | once
said this. But do you know that hard thing cannot be worn out by rubbing and
white thing cannot be blackened with dyestuff? Could it be said I’'m a bitter

gourd which can just be hung there but cannot be eaten?”
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Confucius said, “Zhong You, have you ever heard of six virtues and six
defects?” Zhong You said, “No.” Confucius said, “Sit down. Let me tell you.
Lay stress on humanity but not on study, its defect is stupidity; lay stress on
wisdom but not on study, its defect is loose; lay stress on honesty but not on
study, its defect is misleading people; lay stress on straightforwardness but not
on study, its defect is causticity; lay stress on braveness but not on study, its
defect is to rise in revolt; lay stress on firmness and unyieldingness but not

on study, its defect is franticness.”
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Confucius said, “My students, why don’t you study The Book of Odes?
Through the study of The Book of Odes, you can arouse delights of life, you
can be broad-minded, you can get on well with others, you can express
resentment. Near, you can well show filial devotion to your parents and far you
can well serve the lord. Moreover, you can also learn some names of birds,

animals, plants and trees.”
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CESR::
Confucius said to Bo Yu, “Have you learned Zhounan and Zhaonan? If a

man doesn’t learn Zhounan and Zhaonan, isn’t it like to stand facing a wall?”
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Confucius said, “Gifts and gifts, do they mean jade and silk? Music and

music, does it mean bell and drum?”
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Confucius said, “A fierce look covers a coward heart. If we use this sentence

to draw an analogy to vulgarians, aren’t they like thieves who commit theft by

boring holes in the wall?”
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Confucius said, “Men of no principle are demoralized persons.”
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Confucius said, “Hearsay runs counter to morality.”
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Confucius said, “Can we work together with vulgarians at serving the lord?

When they’ve got no official posts, they are always afraid of being unable to

Jﬁ
get. But when they’ve got one, they are afraid of losing it. If what they alvﬂS(s

)
¥
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worry about is just losing office posts, then there is nothing they cannot do.”
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Confucius said, “The ancient people had three weakpoints but what the
present people do is probably to make them intensified. What the ancient frantic
persons did was only to show self-importantance, but what the present frantic
persons do is to lead a loose life; what the ancient arrogant persons did was
only never to go back on their words, but what the present arrogant persons
do is to be arbitrary and cruel; what the ancient stupid persons did was only
to be straightforward, but what the present stupid persons do is to be sly and

fraudulent.”
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Confucius said, “Talking plausibly with feign amialble looks, people of this

sort are scarely benevolent.”
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Confucius said, “| hate people who replace red with purple, disturb refined

music with popular music and subvert a government with fallacies.”
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Confucius said, “I don’t want to say anymore.” Zi Gong said, “If you don’t
want to say anymore, then what can we students say?” Confucius said, “Has
Heaven ever said anything? No. Yet even Heaven has said nothing, the four

seasons move regularly and everything in the world grows as uasual. Has

Heaven said anything?”
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Ru Bei wanted to see Confucius but Confucius delined to see him on the pretext

of iliness. Yet as soon as the man who sent words walked out, taking out a Se

(a. music instrument), Confucius sang as he played it. On purpose, he wanted to
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let Ru Bei hear it.
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Zai Wo said, “The three-year-funeral-period is too long. If gentlemen do
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play music three years, music will be neglected. Old grain is run out, new one
will come out. And the method of making fire by drilling wood should be changed.
Therefore, one year is enough for a funeral-period.” Confucius said, “Only one
year passed, you do begin eating rice and wearing silk. Do you feel quite at
ease?”Zai Wo said, “Yes, | do.” Confucius said, “Since you feel quite at ease,
you can do that way. During funeral period, gentlemen do not feel tasty when
eating delicious food, do not feel happly when listening music, do not feel
comfortable when living at home. So gentlemen do not do like that. Since you
feel quite at ease, then you can do that way.” After Zai Wo left, Confucius said,
“Zai Wo is really lack of humanity! After being born, a little baby does not leave
his mother's embrance until he is three years old. Keeping a
three-year-funeral-period is the usual funeral propriety. Could it be said that

Zai Wo have got no three-year-love at all from his parents?”
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Confucius said, “It’s really too difficult to loaf through the day well-fed and
taking nothing seriously! There is a chess game, isn’t there? Playing chess is

much better than living in idleness.”
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Zi Lu asked, “Do gentimen uphold braveness?” Confucius said, “Gentlemen
consider justice as the best morality. If a gentleman is brave but doesn’t uphold
justice, he will make troubles. If a vulagarin is brave but doesn’t uphold justice,
he will commit theft.”
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Zi Gong asked, “Do gentlemen detest anyone?” Confucius said, “Yes, of
course. They detest persons who publicize others’ weak points, detest persons
who are in lower positions but defame persons in higher posions, detest persons

who are brave but don’t pay attention to proprieties, detest persons who are

stubbon but don’t make any exceptions.” Confucius said, “Ci, do you detest
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but praise themselves, detest persons who consider un-modesty as braveness,

detest persons who take disclosing others’ faults as straightforwardness.”

R
17 - 25 FH: “BLF5/PMAAMEFTE, EZNRH), T8, ”
o i

ALl “ AT L FRVN NG SRR, SRR, ATt AL, sEfRfT, Ak
ik, ”

Confucius said, “Women and vulgarians are the only ones who are difficult
to deal with. If you are on intimate terms with them, they will neglect proprieties.

But if you keep them at a distance, they will complain.”
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Confucius said, “If a person is still detested by others at the age of forty,

then his whole life is over.”
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Because of the same crime of admonition, Wei Zi left the lord Zhou, Ji Zi
was degraded to a slave and Bi Gan was killed. Confucius said, “There are

three persons of humanity in Yin Dynasty.”
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As a judicial offer, Liu Xiahui was dismissed from his post three times.
Someone asked him, “Can’t you leave the country Lu?” Liu Xiahui said, “If |
serve the lord open and above-board, how can | find a good place for me to
avoid being dismissed frequently? If | serve the lord by foul means, what’s the

need for me to leave my motherland?”
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Qi Jinggong said something about the way to treat Confucius, <l cannot
treat him as the lord of the country Lu treated Ji. | can only treat him in a way
between the ones | used to treat Ji and Meng.” He then added, “I’m too old

to be useful.” Learning this, Confucius left the country Qi.
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Someone from the country Qi presented some dancing girls to the country

Lu. Ji Hengztu not only accepted them but also refused to have an audience
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Passing by Confucius, Jie Yu, the madman of the country Chu was singing,
“Phoenix, phoenix! Why are you running into bad luck like this? Whatever
passed away, you cannot retrieve it. But whatever comes later, you have the
time to change it. Let it go, let it go. The present rulers are too dangerous!”
Getting off his wagon, Confucius wanted to speak with him. But the mad man
shunned him so that Confucius failed to talk with him.
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Chang Zu and Jie Ni worked together in the fields. Passing by, Confucius

let Zi Lu ask the way. Chang Ju said, “For whom do you drive the cart?” Zi
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Lu said, “For Confucius.” Chang Ju asked, “Is he the one of the country Lu?”
Zi Lu said, “Yes.” Zi Ju said, “Then he should know innately where his way
is.” Then Zi Lu asked Jie Ni. Jie Ni asked, “Who are you?” Zi Lu said, “I’m
Zhong You.” Jie Ni said, “Are you a student of the Kong Qiu of the country
Lu?” Zi Lu said, “Yes.” Evil doers and evil deeds are spreading unchecked like
overflowing food. Who are willing to work with you to reverse the tide? Isn’t
it better for you to follow us who retire from the world than follow the ones
who shun persons?” He talked and sowed at once without stopping. Zi Lu came
back and told Confucius what they said. Confucius said disappointedly, “Human
being cannot get long with birds and animals. If | don’t get long with human
being, whom | should get long with? If there is a great order across the land,

what’s the need for me to carry out reforms?”
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Following Confucius on a tour, Zi Lu lagged behind. He met an old man
who was carrying a grass-cutting tool with his walking stick. Zi Lu asked, “Have
you ever met with my teacher?” The old man said, “I’m tied up with work, sowing
grain and spreading manure. There is no time for me to know who is your
teacher.” After saying that, the old man was still working in the fields. Zi Lu

was standing beside, cupping one hand in the other before his chest as an

obeisance. Deeply touched, the old man invited Zi Lu to stay overnight and
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entain him with chicken and let him meet his two sons. Next day, Zi Lu said
goodbye to the host and left. When catching up with Confucius, Zi Lu told him
the whole story. Confucius said, “He must be a hermit.” He let Zi Lu go back
to meet the old man again. But he was out. Zi Lu said to his teacher, “It’s wrong
not to seek official posts. The proprieties relating relationship between elder
and young couldn’t be abolished. But it could not be said that the custom relating
relationship between a lord and his subjects should be abandoned. It’s no good
to preserve one’s purity but at the same time violate proprieties between lord
and subject. The aim of a gentleman to seek official posts is only to carry out
his duty. As for pursuing a great order across the land, | know it’ll get us

nowhere.”

R

18-8 &R". AX. MFF. EMP. Rik. KK, WTFHE. LiE. FB: “TBH
& AEHEHE, BR. 5557 7 BUTE. LE, ‘BEESR, 5911,
TR, HETMER.” BEM. Rik “IS%EHSIG)E, SriE, EPR.7“®
WFF=2, EALARA.”

B
() #E: F K, Hk. #F, BR,
@ K. R, KK, Dk HEEE, ﬁ@a #ik.




The Analects of Confucius

58| (IBiB) IEMR

(3) k. ik, HTE,

o i

Bt 3R, BSE. BEAP. . AR, M ’I‘J:IE LUt “ANHFEREA, A
BG40, 158, PEFHURIXFEI? 7 SN &, DER “BRE R JEES0, (Hid
A TACEE . ATEE FEA, M1 f R s, 7 iﬂ)ﬁﬁﬂ ik “Rafmiek, FwHH,
WHH AL, REEILR, XEGTREE” Baul: “TFEMMITIA—FE, TEEAHIT

R

Hernits: Bo Yi, Shu Qi, Yu Zhong, Yi Yi, Zhu Zhang, Liu Xiahui and Shao
Lian. Confucius said, “Do not self-lower ideal, do not self-humiliate status. Bo
Qi and Shu Qi are among this kind of people, aren’t they?” As for Liu Xiahui
and Shao Lian, Confucius said, “They lowered their ideals and humiliated their
status, but they spoke according to moral principles and acted according to their
senses. This is what they could only do.” As for Yu Zhong and Yi Yi, he said,
“They secluded themselves from society, enjoyed freedom of speech, preserved
their purity and resigned their official posts. What they did was all reasonable.”

He said at last, “I’m quite different from them | don’t care one way or another”
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Zhi, musician No.1 went to the country Qi; Gan, musician No.2 went to Chu;
Liao, musician No.3 went to Cai; Que, musician No.4 went to Qin; Fang Shu,
drum-beater went to Huanghe Rive area; Wu, drum-shaker went to Hanshui

River area; Yang, assistant musician and Xiang, chime-beater went to sea shore.
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The lord of the country Zhou said to the lord of the country Lu, “Gentlemen
do not keep their relatives at a distance and do not let their objects complain
because of being unemployed. As for old friends and objects, do not desert
them so long as they don’t make serious mistakes. Just do not demand

perfection.”
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There were eight gentlemen in Zhou Dynasty, namely Bo Da, Bo Shi, Bo

Tu Zhong Hu, Shu Ye, Shu Xia, Ji Sui and Ji Gua.
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Zi Zhang said, “A gentleman should be regardless of his own safety in face
of peril, should think of moral principle in face of benefit, should be pious when
holding a memorial ceremony, and should be sorrowful when going into

mourning. That’s enough for a gentleman.”
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Zi Zhang said, “Some people neither observe standards of morality firmly
nor believe in justice sincerely. What’s the difference between having them and

not having them?”
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asked, “What did Zi Xia say?” The student replied, “Zi Zhang said, ‘Make
friends with anyone who can be friends and refuse anyone who can be
friends.”” Zi Zhang said, “This is quite different with what | heard: gentlemen
not only respect worthy people but also tolerate common people; not only
highly regard people of large caliber but also sympathize people of small
caliber. If I'm a good man, there is no one | cannot tolerate. Otherwise, others

will refuse me. And if so, how could it be said that | refuse others?”
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high ideals.”
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Zi Xia said, “Each day you learn something you don’t understand and keep
them not to be forgotten for a month. And this can be regarded being eager

to learn.”
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Zi Xia said, “Have wide learning and a strong memory, raise and ponder
questions about something closely related to your own conditions. | think

humanity just exists in this learning process.”

TR X
19-7 FEA. “BIRROUANSE, BTFLUEEH."

Ui n
BIEE: BL, S04V IRE, B, k.

A i
TRUL: “CBATEMLI TIEAEAEAE D7 AR B R, i Ui 7 2R A 2
(RBRAR 7

D
Zi Xia said, “Craftsmen live in workshops and do their own things, while

gentlemen realize their high ideals through learning.”
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Zi Xia said, “Vulgarians must gloss over their mistakes whenever they

make.”
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Zi Xia said, “A gentleman have three changeable characters: when you look
at him from afar, he appears severe; when you get close to him, you’ll know
that he is gentle-natured; when you listen to him, you’ll hear that he speaks

sternly.”
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Ztu Xia said, “A gentleman must get trust from others first and then makes
them do something, or they’ll think you ill-treat them. He must get trust from

others first and then admonishes them, or they’ll think you slander them.”
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Zi Xia said, “In the respect of moral integrity, a gentleman must not
transgress, but in the respect of trivial matter, there is no need for a gentleman

to bother about it too much.”
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Zi You said, “As for Zi Xia’s students, it’s certainly feasible to let them do
something like sprinkling water and sweeping the floor, and receiving guests.
But all these are only trivialities. They haven’t learned anything fundamental.
How can it be workable?” After learning this, Zi Xia said, “Oh, Zi You is wrong!
As to a gentleman’s knowledge, what should be taught first and what should

be taught next? There is a difference between these two points which are just




TR X
1913 FEH: “AmMmOMZE, Fmant.”
I
e AR
o i

THEU: “MEEERIN, AT LAE22], P HRIIEN, il AL .
CESR::

Zi Xia said, “If a person, except for being an official, still has superfluous
energy, he can study and if a person, except for study, still has superfluous

energy, he can be an official.”
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Zi You said, “When handling funeral affairs, so long as you fully express

your sorrow, that’s enough.”
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Zi You said, “My friend Zi Zhang can be reckoned a outstanding person.

But even he himself hasn’t become a person of humanity.”
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Zeng Zi said, “Zue Zhang bears a grandeur appearance. But it’s difficult

for anyone to be man with humanity together with him.”
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CESR::
Zeng Zi said, “lI heard my teachers said that people could not show their

feelings naturally except for that they lost their own beloved.”
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Zeng Zi said, “l heard my teacher said that others could show filial devotion
to their parents as Meng Zhuangzue did, but there was one thing others could

hardly do, namely, to keep their fathers’ old subjects and policies unchanged.”
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Appointed as judge by Meng, Yang Fu sought advice from Zeng Zi. Zeng
Zi said, “The rulers didn’t behave themselves well so the masses have lost

morale for a long time. Learning true conditions of the masses, the rulers should

take pity on them but not feel smug.”
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Zi Gong said, “The lord Zhou’s evil doings were not so serious as what
people said. Thereore, gentlemen are afraid they would have blemish in their

past, because if so, all blame would be put on them.”
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Zi Gong said, “Gentlemen’s faults are like solar eclipse and lunar eclipse.
If they commit faults, people can see them; if they correct the faults, people

would look up to them.”
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Gong Sunchao of the country Wei asked Zi Gong, “Where does Confucius’

knowledge come from?” Zi Gong said, “The doctrines of Wen Wang and Wu

)
O\

Wang are not failed to be handed down. They still exist in the world. 111e A

A
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question is that worthy people can see major principles but unworthy people
can only see minor ones. The doctrines of Wen Wang and Wu Wang exist
everywhere. And Confucius learns wherever he goes. How can he have regular

teachers?”
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more worthy than Confucius.” Zifu Jingbo told Zi Gong what they said. Zi Gong
said, “If we take a wall as an example by analogy. My wall is only shoulder
high. Standing outside, you can see the condition of my family is not so bad.
But Confucius’s wall is decades of feet high. Fail to find a gate to enter, you
can see neither the splendid temple nor the beautiful house. Since there are

only a few people who can find a gate to enter, it’s understandable for Mr. Shu

Sun to say this sort of things.”
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Shu Sun and Wu Shu defame Confucius. Zi Gong said, “Better not td’&
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this. It’s impossible to get Confucius defamed. The worthiness of others is just
like a hill which is surmountable, yet that of Confucius is the sun or the moon
which isn’t surmountable. Some people want to estrange themselves from the
sun and the moon, but what harm they can do to the sun and the moon? It

only indicates that they overestimate their own ability.”
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Chen Ziqin said to Zi Gong, “You must be modest. How can Confucius be
more worthy than you?” Zi Gong said, “Gentlemen must be cautious when

speaking. Only one word can make it clear whether you are wise or not.
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Confucius is like the sky which is so high that no ladders can be used to climb

to it. If Confucius is given a chance to govern a country, he would do as what

people say, namely, he would educate people with proprieties and people would

do everything according to proprieties; he would lead the people, and people

would be willing to follow him; he would pacify people, and people would be

willing to come over and give allegiance to him; he would mobilize the people,

and they would be willing to work as one. He is honorable to live and pathetic

to die. How can we say that we can catch up with him?”
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Yao said, “Good! Yu Shun. Heaven has already issued an order to let you
succeed to the throne. If people are poor, your ruling position as a sovereign
will be ended for ever.” Shun also exhorted Yu this way. Shang Tang said, “My
supreme Heaven, | - your son on earth — would like to present you a black
calf as a piece of sacrificial offerings. | pray for myself: | absolutely do not dare
to pardon any guilty persons. | dare to conceal neither good nor evil. You’re

omniscient so you naturally know how things stand. If I’'m guilty, please don’t

drag the broad masses in; if the masses are guilty, to lay all the blame on n_%e

Zhou Dynasty granted favors to the masses and let good people become ri{[\h
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The lord Wu said, “|I have nearest relatives but it’s not so good as to have
people of humanity. If the broad masses commit errors, all blame should be
put on me only.” Confucius said, “Cautiously examine measurement, carefully
lay down laws, establish just personnel system; let government ordinances
carried out smoothly; revive perished countries; succeed to severed clans;
promote stifled real talents. If all these are well done, the broad masses will
come over and give all allegiance to you wholeheartedly. Governors should pay
attention to people, grains, funeral affairs and sacrificial rites. Tolerance wins
support; credit gets confidence from others; diligence wins success; justice

makes people happy.”
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Zi Zhang asked Confucius, “How to deal with politics?” Confucius said,
“Observe five fine characters and eliminate four bad habits. By doing so, you
can deal with politics.” Zi Zhang said, “What are those five good characters?”
Confucius said, “Gentlemen can grant favors to others without wasting anything
and make people bear responsibilities without grudge. They consider others’
richness without seeking personal interests. They are easy to approach without
arrogance and look serious but show no violence.” Zi Zhang said, “How to grant

favors to others without wasting anything?” Confucius said, “Do anything

beneficial to people according to their need. Isn’t it ‘granting favors to others
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will have nothing to complain about. If you want to carry out policies of
benevolence and you can obtain what you wish, then you will have no reasons
to seek personal interests. Gentlemen respect all people without considering
their population’s number and age. Surely it could be said that you are easy
to approach without arrogance. Always well dressed, gentlemen pay much
attention to their appearance. They look solemn and dignified so that others
stand in awe of them. Surely it could be considered that you look serious but
show no violence.” Zi Zhang said, “What are those four bad habits?” Confucius
said, “Paying no attention to education but putting stress on Kkilling is called
ill treatment; paying no attention to instruction but only considering about
success or failure is called savage; being tardy in issuing orders but impatient
for success is called doing harm to people; wanting to award people but giving

little is called stinginess.”
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Confucius said, “If you don’t understand objective laws, you cannot be a
gentleman; if you don’t understand moral norms, you cannot conduct yourself
well in society; if you don’t understand how to distinguish between truth and

falsehood, you cannot know people well.”
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